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Equity and Family 
Support 
Facilitator Guide 
 

Early Care and Education Environment 
Indicators and Elements of High-Quality 
Inclusion: E2: Family Partnerships, E7: 
Collaborative Teaming 
 
DEC Recommended Practices: Family, 
Teaming and Collaboration 

 
As you watch this episode, pay attention 
to how Katrina defines equity, and the 
equitable supports that were offered to 
families to meet their needs given the 
challenges of the pandemic. 

Reflection Questions 
• Katrina Daniels discusses working to close 

the learning gap created by inequitable 
access to resources and opportunities as 
early as preschool. What systems, policies, 
or situations create these inequities? What 
strategies have you observed or used that 
can help close the gap? 

• Katrina shares that equity is more than just a 
buzzword, but is at the foundation of their 
early childhood and preschool programs. 
Why is it important for equity to be at the 
core of early childhood and preschool 
programs? What strategies have you used or 
observed to ensure this? 

• Katrina explains how important it is to adjust 
and tailor instructional support to meet the 
needs of families. This acknowledges the 
critical role families play in partnering with 
educators to provide instructional support for 
children collaboratively. What strategies 
have you used to gain a better 
understanding of the unique strengths, 
needs, routines, and preferences of the 
families of the children you teach or support? 
How do you use that information to help 
families support their children’s learning at 
home and in the community in meaningful 
ways? 

• How do you incorporate materials or 
experiences that acknowledge family culture, 
routines, preferences, and priorities into the 
learning environment and your instructional 
support? How does incorporating familiar 
contexts and materials into your environment 
create better outcomes for children? How 
does it help you to gain a better 
understanding of children’s abilities and 
progress? 

• What are things that people do when 
engaging with you personally that help to 
build trust or help you to feel comfortable 
trusting them? What are things people do 
that make you believe they care about you? 
How can you incorporate these things into 
your work with families to build trust and 
show that you care? 

https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/decrp.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/preschoolpandemic-episode04.asp
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Group Activity 
Katrina describes a variety of ways to support 
families, from providing technology, to 
remaining compassionate and understanding 
about the challenges that families face when 
using other resources in the community. 
 
Using the internet, search out resources in your 
community that might be helpful for families 
who are balancing work and their child’s 
education. Think about the variety of needs that 
families may have and find resources related to: 
• Technology 
• Food and nutrition 
• Housing 
• Health and mental health 
• Employment 
• Transportation 
 
Come back together as a group and discuss the 
resources that you found in your online search. 
• Which resources did you already know about 

and which ones were new discoveries? 
• Were there resource gaps in your 

community? 
• How might you build a school community 

that nurtures families through community 
partnerships? 

 

Additional Resources 
Practice Improvement Tools 
• Teaming and Collaboration Practice Guides 

for Practitioners 
 
Other Resources 
• Local District Preschool Inclusion Self-

Assessment (ECTA Center, DaSy Center) 
 
 
 
The ECTA Center is a program of the FPG Child 
Development Institute of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, funded through cooperative 
agreement number H326P170001 from the Office of 
Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of 
Education. Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily represent the Department of Education's 
position or policy.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/topic-teaming.asp#pgpractitioner-teaming
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/topic-teaming.asp#pgpractitioner-teaming
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/topics/inclusion/local-inclusion-self-assessment.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/topics/inclusion/local-inclusion-self-assessment.pdf
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