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As you watch this episode, take note of
the various topics that are highlighted in
the series and how the pandemic has
impacted you and the children and the
families you serve.

Reflection Questions

¢ In this overview, producer Larry Edelman
reminds us of the rapid shifts that were
necessary to continue to support children
and families in the context of remote
services. What was your best moment
providing instruction during the pandemic
and how can you have more moments like
it?

¢ This video mentions the intentional efforts to
interact and partner with families to build
their capacity to support learning. What are
examples of strategies you have
implemented to build relationships and
partner with families to support learning?

¢ Think about importance of reflecting on the
changes practitioners implement and
understanding the impact of those changes
on children and families. What intentional
moments do you build into your schedule to
reflect on your practices and interactions and
their impact? What are examples of ways
you can connect with families to reflect on
instructional and family partnership
strategies to get their perspective and
recommendations?

e This video reminds us of the importance of
engaging the entire community, beyond the
classroom, to support learning. Reflect on
the communities where children and families
you support participate outside of the
classroom. What are some opportunities for
more intentional partnership and
engagement with those communities? What
is a very next step that you can take to make
a connection with someone in the community
to discuss strategies for building
relationships with and supporting children
and their families?

¢ This video offers gratitude for the resilience
of young children and families and to
teachers as our frontline heroes. Think back
for a moment to an educator who made an
impact on your life. What made them
extraordinary?
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Group Activity

In this first episode, we begin to reflect on the
experience of supporting children and families
from a distance. The videos are not only a
means to share innovative strategies to use
today, but also serve to document these
strategies for future educators. Think about
yourself as an early childhood professional in
the years to come. What would you tell your
future self about the experiences during the
pandemic? Write a letter to your future self,
using the reflection questions as prompts.
Share some of your ideas with your peers.

Note to facilitator: For large groups, ask
participants to write a letter to their future
selves. Divide the group into smaller groups
for discussion.

Additional Resources

Practice Improvement Tools
e Family Checklists
o |Instruction Checklists

Other Resources

e Tips for Aligning the lllinois EIl Principles to
Live Video Visits (Telehealth) (EITP at the
University of lllinois)

The ECTA Center is a program of the FPG Child
Development Institute of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, funded through cooperative
agreement number H326P170001 from the Office of
Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of
Education. Opinions expressed herein do not
necessarily represent the Department of Education's
position or policy.
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