
 

Authentic Assessment: Table Talk 
Instructions 

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/training_activities.asp 

Objective 

Examine your program’s authentic assessment practices. (30 minutes) 

Setup 

• Assign participants to groups of 4–6 people. 

• Provide each participant the Authentic Child Assessment Practices Checklist. 

• Have each group select a Facilitator to lead their discussion, and a Reporter to take notes using 

the Authentic Assessment: Worksheet. 

Discussion 

• Review the Authentic Child Assessment Practices Checklist. (5 minutes) 

• As a group, answer the following questions: (10 minutes) 

1. What authentic assessment practices are you currently using? 

2. What has supported you in learning about authentic assessment practices (pre-service 

training, in-service training, coaching)? 

3. Which practices do you think you would benefit from further support or training to 

implement? Why are these more difficult to implement than others? 

4. How do you involve all team members—including families—in gathering authentic 

information during assessment? 

5. How can you integrate authentic assessment into the COS process? 

• As a full group, review each question. Have each group’s Reporter share their group’s answers 

to one question on the activity sheet. Guide the discussion toward how authentic assessment 

contributes to teams consideration of all aspects of child functioning across settings and 

situations. (15 minutes) 
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