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COS Form: Team Instructions for Completion 
Updated October 28, 2025 — https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform.asp  

The Child Outcome Summary (COS) 

Form documents decision-making for 

the COS ratings. These instructions 

describe how to complete each section 

of the form. See your state's guidance 

for additional information. 

 

The contents of this document were developed 

under a cooperative agreement, 

#H326P220002, and a grant, #H373Z240001, 

from the Office of Special Education Programs, 

U.S. Department of Education. However, the 

content does not necessarily represent the 

policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and 

you should not assume endorsement by the 

Federal Government. 

ECTA Project Officer: Julia Martin Eile 

DaSy Project Officers: Meredith Miceli and 

Alexis Lessans. 

 

Child and Team Information 

Child Identifier: 

Enter the child's unique numerical identifier. 

Last Name, First Name, and Middle 

Name: 

Enter the child's full name as shown on their 

IFSP or IEP. If a middle name is not used, leave 

it blank. 

Birthdate: 

Enter the date (MM/DD/YYYY) of child's birth. 

Date of Ratings: 

Enter the date (MM/DD/YYYY) the team met 

and determined the COS ratings. 

Timing of Ratings: 

Identify the timing of this rating:  

• Entry ratings are the initial ratings when the 

child enters the program. 

• Interim ratings (if applicable in your state) 

are ratings made between entry and exit 

(for example, a six-month or annual 

IFSP/IEP review). 

• Exit ratings are made as the child leaves 

the program. 

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-discussion
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People contributing information in 

COS process: 

List everyone who provided information about 

the child's functioning including those who 

contributed information but did not take part in 

determining the ratings. Include people who 

shared information, verbally, in writing, or 

through an assessment process.  

• Name: Enter the first name and last name 

of each person who contributed 

information. At least one family member 

should be listed. In extenuating 

circumstances, use the Additional 

Information section to explain why ratings 

were determined without a family member 

contributing information. 

• Role: Enter each participant's role (for 

example, discipline/profession). Enter each 

family member's relationship to the child 

(for example, father or foster mother). 

• Check if participated in rating 

decisions: Use this field to indicate 

participation (in person or virtual) in the 

COS rating discussion. Leave this field 

blank for anyone who contributed 

information about the child but did not take 

part in the ratings discussion. 

What types of information were used 

to understand the child's 

functioning? (select all that apply) 

Use these fields to indicate each type of 

information the team used. One assessment 

tool may include multiple types of information. 

For example, if family report and observation 

are part of the administration of an assessment 

tool, check assessment tool, family report, and 

observation. If Other is selected, describe in the 

space provided. 

Name assessment and screening 

tools used: 

Enter the name of all tools used to understand 

the child's functioning. 

Additional information: 

Enter any other pertinent information (for 

example, details about the timing of the ratings, 

specifics about team member participation, 

reference to settings in which the child was 

observed). 

Ratings and Documentation 

Document the child's current 

functioning relative to age 

expectations. 

Enter information about the child's level of 

functioning in the appropriate section(s), 

starting with age-expected (AE) skills and 

behaviors. If there are no skills at an AE, IF, or 

F level, leave its section blank. Information 

about the child's functioning must be included in 

at least one of these sections.  

• Include descriptions of the child's current 

functioning across settings and situations. 

Avoid simply listing discrete skills, making 

statements about what the child is not yet 

doing, or making vague references to 

skills. 

• Include functional skills across the breadth 

of the outcome area. 

• Include functional skills that clearly align 

with the outcome area. 

• Include functional skills that are accurately 

age anchored and organized into 

categories of AE, IF, or F. 

• Include evidence that clearly supports the 

COS Decision Tree for Summary Rating 

Discussions responses and the team's 

rating. 

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-discussion.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-gathering.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-gathering.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-rating.asp#decisiontree
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-rating.asp#decisiontree
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If the overall functioning is age-

expected but there are significant 

concerns, describe the concerns: 

Leave this section blank if either the child's 

functioning is at the AE level and there are no 

concerns or if some functioning is at the IF or F 

level. 

Answering Questions 

Questions 1a, 2a, and 3a: To what 

extent does this child show age-

expected functioning, across a 

variety of settings and situations, on 

this outcome? (Select one number) 

For each outcome, select one of the following 

ratings to document the team's decision about 

the child's current functioning: 

Not Yet Age-Expected Functioning 

1. Not yet IF (all F) 

2. Occasional IF 

3. Mostly IF 

Some Age-Expected Functioning 

4. More not AE 

5. More AE 

Overall Age-Expected Functioning 

6. All AE with concerns 

7. All AE no concerns 

The headings associated with COS rating 

numbers reinforce key points that differentiate 

the ratings. They are not stand-alone 

substitutes for understanding the COS 

Definitions: 7-Point Rating Scale Criteria. 

Questions 1b, 2b, and 3b: (If this is not 

the entry rating): Has the child shown 

any new skills or behaviors related to 

this outcome since the entry COS 

rating? (Select No or Yes) 

For entry ratings, skip these questions. For 

interim or exit ratings, answer Yes if the child 

has shown any new skills in this outcome, 

compared to the child's own functioning at the 

entry rating. Otherwise, answer No. If Yes, 

briefly describe evidence of the child's progress. 

A child can have learned new skills, even if their 

COS exit rating is the same or lower than at 

entry. For all ratings of 2 or higher at entry, if the 

child's exit rating is the same as the child's 

entry rating, the answer to these questions is 

Yes. 

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-rating.asp#definitions
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform-rating.asp#definitions

	Child and Team Information
	Child Identifier:
	Last Name, First Name, and Middle Name:
	Birthdate:
	Date of Ratings:
	Timing of Ratings:
	People contributing information in COS process:
	What types of information were used to understand the child's functioning? (select all that apply)
	Name assessment and screening tools used:
	Additional information:

	Ratings and Documentation
	Document the child's current functioning relative to age expectations.
	If the overall functioning is age-expected but there are significant concerns, describe the concerns:

	Answering Questions
	Questions 1a, 2a, and 3a: To what extent does this child show age-expected functioning, across a variety of settings and situations, on this outcome? (Select one number)
	Not Yet Age-Expected Functioning
	Some Age-Expected Functioning
	Overall Age-Expected Functioning

	Questions 1b, 2b, and 3b: (If this is not the entry rating): Has the child shown any new skills or behaviors related to this outcome since the entry COS rating? (Select No or Yes)


