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Slide Handouts: Assessment – Gathering the 
Information 
 

 
  

Welcome to Module 7: Lesson 2. Assessment: Gathering the Information 
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This lesson has 4 primary objectives, which are listed here.  Review them and click continue when you have 
finished.  
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After completing this lesson, you will Understand the meaning of assessment and evaluation as it relates to 
Part C and section 619 of Part B services; Understand the purposes of assessment in supporting children and 
families; Understand the legal requirements related to the use of assessment; And identify the characteristics 
of assessment.   
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The DEC Recommended Practices for Assessment can be found on this slide and are available as a handout by 
clicking the "Download" button.  Take as long as you need to review the practices and then click "continue" 
when you are finished.  
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Let’s begin by taking a look at the Division for Early Childhood’s definition of assessment. Click continue when 
you are ready to move forward. 
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Assessment includes gathering information to evaluate eligibility for services, planning for service delivery and 
support, and reflecting on child learning and development. The purpose of this module is to help you 
understand the use of assessment information or “data” to make informed decisions related to supporting 
children and families. 
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Based on the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), federal law requires that evaluation and 
assessment be used to determine eligibility for early intervention and early childhood special education 
services and for the purpose of educational planning.   
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Individual states determine the criteria for eligibility of early intervention and special education services but 
are guided by federal regulations in establishing that criteria.  
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We will talk about 2 different types of services – early intervention services that serve children birth to three 
years and early childhood special education services that serve children ages three to five.  We will explore 
early intervention services first, since they refer to the youngest children.  
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Early Intervention is delivered through Part C Services of the IDEA. Part C serves children birth to three years 
with identified disabilities, developmental delays, and (if applicable, depending on the state eligibility 
criteria) children at-risk for delays.  

So how do states determine which children are eligible for early intervention services?  To better understand 
how the federal regulations guide states in using evaluation and assessment, read the segments of the federal 
regulations describing the evaluation procedures that support Part C that can be downloaded by clicking the 
"download" button. When you are finished, click continue to move on. 
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Early Childhood Special Education services, or section 619 of Part B services, are provided to children ages 
three to five years who have been identified with a disability or developmental delay that interferes with their 
ability to participate in educational activities.  Read the law as it pertains to assessment by downloading the 
handout.  Click continue to move on when you have finished. 

 



 RPMs | Module 7 Assessment • Gathering the Information  • Slide Notes 

Page 12 of 28 

  

 
  

Next, we will discuss the four primary purposes of evaluation and assessment. 
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 The first purpose of conducting assessments is for determining a child’s eligibility for services. Remember 
these services are either early intervention, also referred to as Part C or early childhood special education, 
also referred to as Part B, 619.   
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Download and read the practice guide for practitioners, Engaging in Informed Clinical Reasoning. When you are 
finished reading, click continue to check what you've learned. 
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The second purpose of assessment is for developing a child’s individual education plan. This plan includes the 
types of intervention services needed and frequency of services.  In Part B 619 services, this is referred to as 
the Individualized Education Program (IEP).  

 

An individual child education plan is written based on the comprehensive, multi-disciplinary evaluation and 
assessment that includes family input. Part C uses the term “instructional planning” to refer to the 
developmental goals and activities that support a child’s and family’s individualized family service plan. 
Throughout this module the term “educational planning” is used to encompass both Part C’s “instructional 
planning” and Part B’s “educational planning.”   
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Part of developing an individual child education plan is collaboratively writing highly functional goals for the 
child that the team has agreed upon and will address through intervention services. For additional information 
and training on developing highly functional goals, please visit the following link or the reference list provided 
at the end of the lesson. 
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Monitoring child progress to determine if modifications are needed is another reason to conduct assessments 
and evaluations. For example, determining that the use of an instructional adaptation or assistive technology 
may be necessary to further support the child’s progress.   

 



 RPMs | Module 7 Assessment • Gathering the Information  • Slide Notes 

Page 18 of 28 

  

 
  

And finally, assessment is used to evaluate the child outcomes or desired results as specified on the 
Individualized Family Service Plan or Individualized Education Program to determine when a child has met a 
goal or achieved an outcome or desired result.   
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Selecting the tools and strategies that you will use for assessment is a complex process that has four primary 
steps.  We will discuss those steps next.  
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The first step to the selection of an assessment tool is determining what information you need.  Remember 
that the regulations state that multiple strategies are used for gathering information to determine eligibility 
AND for educational planning, such as observation and parent interview.   
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In Step 2, you will need to determine how this information will be used. Is it to help determine a child’s 
eligibility for services? Or to help plan for intervention or educational goals? Or are you looking to monitor 
progress or evaluate outcomes?   
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Step 3 may appear simple but is often overlooked.  You will need to examine if the assessment tool provides 
the needed information for the intended purposes. For example, the selected assessment instrument may 
provide information to determine eligibility of services, but not enough information to plan educational goals 
for a child.   
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Review these key considerations for selecting an appropriate assessment tool.  Click continue when you have 
finished.  
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If you are interested in learning more about the process of selecting assessment tools and strategies, you may 
want to visit one or both of the links provided on the screen.  
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The final step is to determine whether the resources needed to support the assessment are available.  For 
example: If a formal standardized norm-referenced assessment instrument is being used, are personnel 
qualified to administer and interpret the assessment instrument? In most instances, a practitioner must 
complete training in order to receive certification in using a particular assessment instrument. The 
certification typically ascertains that the person has been trained to administer, score, and summarize the 
results of the assessment instrument.   
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Let’s check your knowledge! 
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Lesson 2 defined and identified characteristics of assessment. It provided an understanding of the legal 
requirements of assessment in relation to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. In addition, lesson 2 
introduced the purposes of using assessment to support positive outcomes for children and families.  Lesson 3 
will demonstrate the purposes of assessment in greater detail by providing multiple mini-lessons.  
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This concludes Module 7 Lesson 2. Thank you for participating. To learn more, see the resources listed here.   
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