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Slide Handouts: Instruction – Take Action 
 
 

 
Welcome to Module 6: Lesson 3. Instruction: Take Action 
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The objectives of this lesson are for participants to identify the four phases of learning using a scenario with a family; to understand the importance of 
instructional strategies for dual-language learners; and to understand the importance of data-driven instruction. 
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First let’s review the performance indicators for this lesson. Participants will be able to identify the four phases of learning in a scenario with a family 
Participants will recognize instructional strategies that include dual language, and  participants will recognize the role data play in providing individual 
instruction. 
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The 2014 DEC Recommended Practices include the following instructional practices. Review the practices. Click continue when you are ready to move 
forward. 
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In Lesson 3 we will examine a scenario that describes a family working with a speech language pathologist to show how instructional practices might be 
used.   
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Slide notes 
After a few conversations with the speech language pathologist, Jasmine’s mother identified a skill that she wants to teach her daughter. Jasmine is non-
verbal. Her mother wants her to learn to use the alternative augmentative communication device that the family just received from the Early Intervention 
Loaning Library. Jasmine’s mother decides that she will first teach her to use this skill during meal times because Jasmine likes to eat! She will teach 
Jasmine to tell her that she’s “all done eating,” wants “more,” or to say “thank you” by pushing the corresponding button on the device.   
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An important part of acquisition is evaluation.  The speech language pathologist leaves Jasmine’s mother a paper with a few indicators to help her know if 
her support to Jasmine is working.  She jots down how Jasmine is using the target behavior during meal times and the type of prompts or supports used to 
help Jasmine.   
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During a home visit with the speech language pathologist, Jasmine’s mother shares her journal notes and discusses Jasmine’s progress with the target 
skill. She and the speech language pathologist agree that Jasmine has become proficient in using the communication device during mealtimes.  Jasmine’s 
mother suggests that it is time for Jasmine to use the device during other everyday routines. She plans to change the picture images and recordings on the 
device and help Jasmine use the device to communicate during play activities. Her mother plans to prompt Jasmine’s use of the device by asking her such 
questions as, “Which toy do you want to play with? Which toy is your favorite? Do you want to continue playing with the puzzle?”  
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Another important naturalistic instructional strategy includes building the language skills of children with disabilities who are learners of dual languages. This 
can be accomplished by providing instruction and positive responses in both the child’s home language and English.  The instruction can be given verbally 
or supported with visual aids. Visual aids include supports such as providing written language, photos, pictures, or objects.    
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Let's watch some more examples of parents providing positive responses in their native language. 
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Click the play button to watch the video. When you are done, click the Continue button to move forward. 
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Let’s watch a video of a father using naturalistic instruction to increase his son’s vocabulary during an everyday activity of changing his clothes! 
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This father is building the language skills of his child by providing instruction and positive responses in both the child’s home language and English.   

 

 



RPMs | Module 6 Instruction • Take Action  • Slide Notes 

 

Page 14 of 23 

 

 
Remember to watch for connections between the instructional practices you use and benefits for the child. You may want to keep a journal or take notes 
about when you or a parent use an instructional practice with a child and whether you see expected changes in that child’s learning or behavior.  
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Let’s watch this mother embed language and literacy into her interactions with her daughter using both Spanish and English.  
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Let’s watch a video of a child writing his name.   
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In the box provided, write down the instructional strategies you see the teacher using to support the child in writing his name.  
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Did you notice that the teacher provided the child enough time to complete the target behavior? She also used explicit feedback - she said “See how well 
you did it... every letter.” It is clear to the child what the target skill was and that he did it correctly.  
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Adults collect data along the way to make decisions related to supporting the child’s use and mastery of the target skill or behavior. Review this list and then 
move on to the next slide.  
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Collecting data through assessment adds to what we know about children and the best ways to support their development.  
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Remember, Only when interventions are based on data (both formal and informal) are they likely to be the most appropriate for the individual child and 
therefore successful. 
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In summary: It is important to remember that children with disabilities who are dual-language learners build their language skills by experiencing instruction 
and positive responses in both their home language and English. For more information on supporting dual language learners, please visit the Early 
Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center website and see their "Dual Language Learners Toolkit." The link is shown on the screen and is listed in the 
references and resources as well. Interventions that are data-driven are the most likely to lead to positive outcomes and growth for children with disabilities. 
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This concludes Module 6 Lesson 3. For more information, see the resources here. When you are done, you may close this window.   
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