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Slide Handouts: Environment – Ask the Expert 
    

 
Welcome to Module 3: Lesson 1. Environment: Ask the Experts 
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The objectives of this lesson are to describe environmental practices, and to identify key characteristics of recommended practices related to environment. 

 



 RPMs | Module 3 Environment • Ask the Expert  • Slide Notes 

Page 3 of 15 

 

 
This lesson will help you understand why environmental practices are important in your work with children by considering the following questions: 

•   What are environmental practices? 

•   What does the research say about effective environmental practices? 

•   What are the implications for how we work with young children, particularly young children with disabilities, and their families? 
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What are environmental practices? 

Environmental practices refer to aspects of the space, materials- such as toys or books- equipment, routines, and activities that practitioners and families 
can intentionally alter to support each child's learning across developmental domains. 
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The 2014 DEC Recommended Practices have recommended the following practices to support environment. Review each of the six recommendations by 
clicking on the buttons.  You may download a list of the practices by clicking the download button.  The document will open in a new window. Continue 
when you have finished your review. 
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What are the components of the natural and inclusive environment? The environment is any place a child spends time and has opportunities to interact with 
physical space, materials, and equipment. It also includes the sequencing or timing of activities and routines. This interaction with the environment allows 
the child multiple opportunities to use existing skills and practice new ones. We also think of interactions with peers, siblings, and adults as an important 
part of a child's environment.  
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As you can see from the list on the screen, a child's environment can be far-reaching. The activities and routines within the environment may need to be 
adapted to ensure children with disabilities are able to fully participate and be integrated members. 
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Ask the Experts.  Doctors Lori Erbrederis Meyer and Tricia Catalino answer questions about early childhood environment. You may download a transcript if 
you like.  When you finish reading, click "Continue" to move forward. 
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In this lesson, we learned that there are a number of elements and features of the environment that can alter and impact children's learning trajectory. 
There is also a growing evidence base for effective practices that help families and professionals shape environments to fully support young children with 
disabilities. 
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Slide notes 
Now let's take a moment to check what you've learned. 
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This concludes Module 3 Lesson 1. Thank you for participating.  For more information, see the resources listed here.  

 

 


