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Slide Handouts: Interaction – Ask the Expert 

  

 
  

Welcome to Lesson 1: Ask the Expert 
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In this lesson, you will understand why interactional practices are important in your work with children by considering the following questions: What are 
interaction and interactional practices? What available research supports the practices? What are the implications for how we work with young children, 
particularly children with disabilities? 
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What is interaction and what are the DEC recommended interactional practices? 

Interactional practices involve observing, interpreting, and responding contingently. Sensitive and responsive interactions are foundational to the language, 
cognition, and social-emotional development of a child. 
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DEC recommends the following practices to support interaction.  Take as much time as you need to review them.  You may download a copy by clicking the 
"Practices" button.  Continue when you are ready to move on. 
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Click download to read the transcript of Dr. Jeannette McCollum answering questions about early interactions. Click the continue button when you are ready 
to proceed. 
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In this lesson, we learned what the definition of interaction is and what research tells us about key characteristics of interactional practices. The research on 
early interactions has shown that whether at home, in early childhood classrooms, or other environments, family members, practitioners, and peers can use 
a number of evidence-based practices and interventions that have been developed to promote children’s social-emotional, social, communication, cognitive, 
and problem-solving skills. 
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Now let's take a moment to check what you've learned. 
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This concludes Lesson 1. Thank you for participating. For more information, see the resources listed here. After downloading, you may close this window. 
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