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Teaming and Collaboration

Educational programs and services for young children who have or are at risk for developmental
delays and disabilities, by their nature, always involve more than one adult. The quality of the
relationships and interactions among these adults affects the success of these programs. Teaming
and collaboration practices are those that promote and sustain collaborative adult partnerships,
relationships, and ongoing interactions to ensure that programs and services achieve desired child
and family outcomes and goals.

It is a given that the family is an essential member of the team and that the team includes
practitioners from multiple disciplines as needed. The teaming and collaboration practices we
present include strategies for interacting and sharing knowledge and expertise in ways that are
respectful, supportive, enhance capacity, and are culturally sensitive.

We recommend the following practices to support teaming and collaboration:

TC1. Practitioners promote the child’s social-emotional development by observing, interpreting,
and responding contingently to the range of the child’s emotional expressions.

TC2. Practitioners promote the child’s social development by encouraging the child to initiate or
sustain positive interactions with other children and adults during routines and activities through
modeling, teaching, feedback, or other typesof guided support.

TC3. Practitioners promote the child’s communication development by observing, interpreting,
responding contingently, and providing natural consequences for the child's verbal and non-verbal
communication and by using language to label and expand on the child’s requests, needs,
preferences, or interests.

TCA4. Practitioners promote the child’s cognitive development by observing, interpreting, and
responding intentionally to the child's exploration, play,and social activity by joining in and
expanding on the child's focus, actions,and intent.

TCS5. Practitioners promote the child’s problem-solving behavior by observing, interpreting, and
scaffolding in response to the child’s growing level of autonomy and self-regulation.
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