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Transition refers to the events, activities, and processes associated with key changes between
environments or programs during the early childhood years and the practices that support the
adjustment of the child and family to the new setting. These changes occur at the transition from
hospital to home, the transition into early intervention (Part C) programs, the transition out of early

intervention to community early childhood programs, the transition into Part B/619, and the transition
to kindergarten or school-age programs.

Transition

Transition is a process that generally involves many activities on the part of the practitioner in
collaboration with the family. As with other life transitions or changes, positive relationships—in this
case positive teacher-child and practitioner-family relationships—are associated with greater
satisfaction, better adjustment, and better child outcomes.

We recommend the following practices associated with transition:

TR1. Practitioners in sending and receiving programs exchange information before, during, and

after transition about practices most likely to support the child’s successful adjustment and positive
outcomes.

TR2. Practitioners use a variety of planned and timely strategies with the childand family before,

during, and after the transition to support successful adjustment and positive outcomes for both the
child and family.
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