Communicating Effectively with the Media and Public about Child Outcomes Data


Step 1:  Being Prepared 
Being prepared means thinking ahead about how to talk with the public about the data, writing out the specific messages you want to make and practicing your talking points with individuals who are not familiar with the program. 

What are 3 questions that different audiences may ask you about the child outcomes data? 

Pick audience(s) to discuss: 

· Families 

· Legislators 

· Agency heads 

· State or local councils/boards 

· The media 

· Other 

Step 2:  Choose ONE key question you identified to focus on for developing a response  (If you have time, you can do more than one)

Step 3:  Discuss and prepare a response to the question 
Find the main message you want to communicate in response to the question. Translate the main message into one or two simple statements about the data. Use quotes to explain the meaning of the data.

Prepared Response:
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