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◊ Identify and represent 

the interests of  the 

IDEA 619 program at 

the national level 

through collaboration 

and coordination with 

619 leaders, national 

and state early      

childhood partners; 

◊ Strengthen and foster 

leadership in early 

childhood special   

education at the local, 

state and national 

level; and 

◊ Promote quality       

services to ensure 

positive outcomes for 

children with            

disabilities, ages 3 

through 5. 

C o n s o r t i u m  
G o a l s  f o r  t h e  

F u t u r e  

602.364.1948 
valerie.james@azed.gov 

Val Andrews-James 
619 Coordinator, Arizona 

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

C o n s o r t i u m  o f  
S t a t e  I D E A 6 1 9  
C o o r d i n a t o r s  

 

Early Childhood  
Special Education 

 
Serving and supporting 

children with disabilities, 
ages 3 through 5, and their 

families 

IDEA 619 Consortium 

Consortium Leadership Team 
 

Val Andrews­James 

Chair, 619 Arizona 
 

Maria Synodi 

Vice‐Chair, 619 Connecticut 
 

Meredith Cathcart 

Secretary, 619 California 
 

Pam Reising­Rechner 

619 Illinois 
 

Mary Louise Jones 
619 Louisiana 

 

Nancy Vorobey 

619 Maryland 



The Consortium of State 619 
Coordinators is a national 
organization comprised of 
the state department of    
education policy leaders     
responsible for the               
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act  (IDEA) Part B 
program for children, ages 
three through five, with      
disabilities. 

There is an IDEA 619           
coordinator in each state, 
outlying territory and       
federal entity. The IDEA 619   
coordinators work for state 
educational agencies (SEAs). 

The Consortium of State 619       
Coordinators originated as an     
informal organization comprised 
of the 619 coordinators across the 
country with interests and          
responsibilities related to          
children, ages 3 through 5 with 
disabilities who receive special 
education and related services , 
and their families.  
 
 
 
 
The Consortium of State 619      
Coordinators elects one               
representative from each of six 
federally designated regions 
across the U.S.   These                    
representatives comprise the 619 
Leadership Team. The 619            
Leadership is represented by 619 
coordinators in Arizona,              
California, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Louisiana and Maryland.  

Who Are We? 

 

History of the 
619 Consortium 

Where Are We? 

Mission  
Statement  

The Mission of the        
Consortium of State 619 
Coordinators is to ensure 
that eligible children, ages 
3 through 5, with             
disabilities, are provided a 
high quality educational 
opportunity with age and 
grade peers without       
disabilities and which    
result in  positive           
outcomes for  each          
individual child. 

Positive outcomes for      
children mean that           
children, as a result of       
receiving special education, 
continue to grow and learn 
like children without         
disabilities. 
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