
Copies of the Final Conference Report and Evaluations are available from Joicey Hurth, NECTAC. 
joicey_hurth@unc.edu  919-962-7323 
 
6/21/2006 
 

 - 1 - 

 
 

December 12-14, 2005 
Renaissance Washington Hotel 

Washington, DC 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
The 2005 Annual OSEP Early Childhood National Conference was held at Renaissance 
Washington Hotel in Washington DC with approximately 587 participants in attendance.  Several 
pre-conference events were offered on December 11 for several different constituent groups: an 
ICC seminar; the IDEA Infant and Toddler Association meeting; a 619 Coordinators Meeting; 
and a orientation session for first time conference attendees.  A social gathering for parents 
Sunday evening was well attended and offered informal networking opportunities. The main 
conference offered 3 plenary sessions and four rounds of concurrent sessions on a variety of 
topics that participants considered relevant and important to their work. Also, there were 
meetings with OSEP project officers on Tuesday and constituency group meetings (Part C; 619 
& parents) on Wednesday to allow participants to debrief and share their impressions of the 
conference.  
 
The Conference theme: Celebrating Three Decades of IDEAs was displayed via Conference 
materials, bags, and other marketing items. Each plenary had some element of celebration of our 
history, especially the Tuesday luncheon, with sparkling cider toasts, historical reminders and a 
moving video tribute to our audience and their work on behalf of young children and their 
families.  There was also a reception on Monday evening.     
 
Post Conference activities included a luncheon TA Meeting for Pacific Basin representatives and 
4 workshops on: Service Coordination, Screening, Child and Family Outcomes and Personnel 
Credentials.  
 
 
 

Evaluations 
 
Overall, the meeting and the location were highly evaluated. A total of 173 participant 
evaluations forms were collected both at the conference and via a follow-up on-line opportunity 
to complete the form. The overall quality of the conference was rated 4.3 on a 5 point scale. 
Provider expertise and the hotel/meeting facilities were both rated 4.4. Participants were very 
complimentary about the helpful, organized and efficient NECTAC staff. 
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 In addition to the overall conference evaluation, individual sessions were also evaluated.  The 
sessions were extremely well rated; 91% of the sessions received a rating of 4 or higher on a 5 
point scale and return rates were also high. All presenters were sent the results of their plenary or 
session evaluations along with a thank you letter from NECTAC. An Evaluation Report and the 
Evaluation of Concurrent Sessions chart are available for complete ratings and further details. 
 
Planning Committee Evaluation  
 
The Planning Committee were asked for their perspectives on the planning process, including the 
May meeting; NECTAC support and the quality of the National Conference. Overall, comments 
were very positive. Members appreciated the pre-meeting information, especially the needs 
assessment results. The planning meeting was seen as well run and efficient. The members 
thought the conference had a balanced and interesting agenda, which addressed important topics. 
There was concern that families need to be better prepared for their role as parent leaders so that 
their expectations are in line with the purposes of the conference, eg. this is not a family support 
conference. The committee also wondered if we could improve the ratings for OSEP 
presentations or if they are a result of OSEP’s obligation to deliver information that is not always 
what the audience would like. Members were very complimentary about the information and 
support from NECTAC.  The Planning Committee Evaluation Report provides a summary of 
notes from a conference call with committee members and is available from NECTAC. 
 
NECTAC Staff Evaluation  
 
Notes from a meeting discussion on NECTAC staffs’ role and their observations about the 
quality of the conference were compiled and are available from NECTAC.  Most of the 
NECTAC staff experiences as liaisons to the planning committee were very good this year. 
Some members called on them frequently and others very little.  In a few instances (fewer than in 
other years) liaisons ended up planning sessions for members who got behind schedule. They felt 
the host role went very well, since materials supporting the role (evaluations, list of 
responsibilities, presenter hand-outs, etc. ) were so well organized for them. Their discussion 
also reflected the concern about preparing families for their role at the conference. Overall, 
NECTAC staff thought the quality of the conference was excellent.   
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