
ALIGNMENT OF NAEYC/NAECSSDE AND DEC INDICATORS:   
CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT, AND PROGRAM EVALUATION 

 
NAEYC-NAECS/SDE Indicators DEC Indicators 

Curriculum 

1. Children are active & engaged 
2. Goals are clear & shared by all 
3. Curriculum: 
◦ is evidence-based 
◦ builds on prior learning & experiences 
◦ is comprehensive 

4. Professional standards validate the curriculum’s subject-matter 
content 

5. Content is learned through investigation & focused, intentional 
teaching 

6. The curriculum is likely to benefit children 

1. Includes multiple means of: 
◦ Representation provided  
◦ Engagement available 
◦ Expression supported 

2. Programs adopt curriculum goals that are clear and shared by 
all 

3. Curriculum is comprehensive 
4. Programs strive to build & maintain successful partnerships 

as curriculum is implemented. 
 

Assessment 
1. Ethical principles: 
◦ Assessment instruments are used for their intended purposes 
◦ Assessments are appropriate for ages & other characteristics of 

children 
◦ Assessment instruments are in compliance with professional 

standards of quality 
2. What is assessed is developmentally &  educationally significant 
3. Assessment evidence is: 
◦ used to understand & improve learning 
◦ gathered from realistic settings and situations that reflect 

children’s actual performance 
4. Assessments use multiple sources of evidence gathered over time 
5. Screening is always linked to follow-up 
6. Use of individually administered, norm-referenced tests is limited 
7. Staff & families are knowledgeable about assessment 

1. Assessment involves family-professional partnerships 
2. Assessments should be developmentally and individually 

appropriate and educationally significant. 
3. Special care should be taken to ensure adherence to 

professional ethics and practices. 
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Program Evaluation 

1. Engages in regular evaluation for continuous improvement 
2. Is guided by the goals identified by program, families, & other 

stakeholders  
3. Examines a comprehensive set of results (families, staff, 

community), not just child-oriented outcomes 
4. Uses scientifically valid evaluation designs, guided by a logic 

model 
5. Uses multiple sources of data 
6. Uses sampling when individual children’s data are being used as 

part of large-scale program evaluation 
7. Ensures that safeguards are in place if standardized tests are used 

as part of evaluations 
8. Emphasizes children’s gains over time when child assessments are 

used as part of program evaluation 
9. Ensures that well-trained individuals conduct evaluations—in fair 

and unbiased ways 
10. Publicly shares evaluation results—with families, policymakers, 

and other stakeholders 
 

1. Evaluation efforts conform to evaluation standards including 
utility, propriety, feasibility, & accuracy.  

2. Logical approaches for conceptualizing & conducting 
program evaluations are used. 

3. Correspondence exists between program goals/objectives & 
evaluation questions & methods. 

4. Evaluation efforts employ participatory models.   
5. Program evaluation descries what happened to participants. 
6. Data collection is efficient & reliable. 
7. Measures used in program evaluation yield reliable & valid 

scores for young children with disabilities & their families. 
8. Program evaluation data are used to inform:  
◦ decision making.  
◦ continuous improvement.   

9. Program evaluation is alert to unforeseen positive or negative 
consequences of a program.   

10. Evaluation results are presented in formats relevant to diverse 
stakeholders. 

11. Program evaluators distinguish between formal efficacy 
research & program evaluation.   

 
NOTE:  DEC endorses the general indicators developed by NAEYC and NAECS/SDE in their position statement.  DEC’s indicators encourage a more in-depth 
examination of curriculum, assessment, and program evaluation as applied in programs serving young children with disabilities. 
 
For more information, go to 
NAEYC:   
http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/cape.asp  

[free downloads of 3 versions, from a one-page summary to an expanded version, and the NAEYC supplement on assessment of young English language 
learners]  

DEC:   
http://www.dec-sped.org/index.aspx/About_DEC/PositionConcept_Papers/Promoting_Positive_Outcomes  

[printed, bound copies may also be ordered from DEC for $10 each, http://www.dec-sped.org/publications.html#INFO] 


