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Research Syntheses by the Checklists They Support

Assessment Checklists referred to by number in the column below:

1. Informed Clinical Reasoning
2. Engaging Families as Partners in Their Child's Assessment
3. Authentic Child Assessment Practices
4. Building on Child Strengths Practices
Checklist # Research Synthesis

1 Bagnato, S. J. (1984). Team congruence in developmental diagnosis and intervention: Comparing clinical
judgment and child performance measures. School Psychology Review, 13, 7-16.

1 Bagnato, S. J., McKeating-Esterle, E., Fevola, A., Bortolamasi, P., & Neisworth, J. T. (2008). Valid use of
clinical judgment (informed opinion) for early intervention eligibility: Evidence base and practice
characteristics. Infants & Young Children, 21(4), 334-349. doi:10.1097/01.1YC.0000336545.90744.b0

2,1 Bagnato, S. J., Smith-Jones, J., Matesa, M., & McKeating-Esterle, E. (2006). Research foundations for using
clinical judgment (informed opinion) for early intervention eligibility determination. Cornerstones, 2(3).
Retrieved from http://www.puckett.org/Trace/cornerstones/cornerstones_vol2_no3.pdf

1 Bosch, M., Faber, M. ], Cruijsbery, J., Voerman, G. E., Leatherman, S., Grol, R. P. T.M,, ... Wensing, M.
(2009). Effectiveness of patient care teams and the role of clinical expertise and coordination. Medical Care
Research and Review, 66(6_suppl), 55-35S. doi:10.1177/1077558709343295

3,1 Bryce, G. Y. (2010). The use of authentic assessment in eligibility determination for early childhood intervention
programs. Ann Arbor, MI: ProQuest.

3,4 Bult, M. K., Verschuren, O., Jongmans, M. ], Lindeman, E., & Ketelaar, M. (2011). What influences
participation in leisure activities of children and youth with physical disabilities? A systematic review.
Research in Developmental Disabilities, 32, 1521-1529. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2011.01.045

3,4 Bult, M. (2012). Participation in leisure activities of children and adolescents with physical disabilities.
Ridderberk, Netherlands: Ridderprint. Retrieved from
https://dspace.library.uu.nl/bitstream/1874/255243/1/bult.pdf.

3 Chiarello, L. A., Banlett, D.I,, Palisano, R. ]J., McCoy, S. W., Fiss, A. L., Jeffries, L., & Wilk, P. (2016).
Determinants of participation in family and recreational activities of young children with cerebral palsy.
Disability and Rehabilitation, 28(25), 2455-2468. doi:10.3109/09638288.2016.1138548

3,1 Coulthard, N. (2009). Service trends and practitioner competencies in early childhood intervention: A review
of the literature. Retrieved from https://www.eciavic.org.au/documents/item/26

2 Dunst, C. J. (2002). Family-centered practices: Birth through high school. Journal of Special Education, 36, 139-
147. doi:10.1177/00224669020360030401

3 Dunst, C. J., Hamby, D., Trivette, C. M., Raab, M., & Bruder, M. B. (2002). Young children's participation in
everyday family and community activity. Psychological Reports, 91, 875-897. doi:10.2466/PR0.91.7.875-897

4 Dunst, C. J., Jones, T., Johnson, M., Raab, M., & Hamby, D. W. (2011). Role of children's interests in early
literacy and language development. CELLreviews, 4(5), 1-18. Retrieved from
http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/cellreviews/cellreviews_v4_n5.pdf

3 Dunst, C.]., Raab, M., & Trivette, C. M. (2013). Methods for increasing child participation in interest-based
language learning activities. Everyday Child Language Learning Tools, Number 4, 1-6. Retrieved from
http://www.puckett.org/CECLL/ECLLReport_7_LearnOps.pdf

4 Dunst, C. J., Trivette, C. M., & Hamby, D. W. (2012). Effect of interest-based interventions on the social-
communicative behavior of young children with autism spectrum disorders. CELLreviews, 5(6), 1-10.
Retrieved from http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/cellreviews/cellreviews_v5_n6.pdf

4 Dunst, C. J., Trivette, C. M., & Hamby, D. W. (2012). Meta-analysis of studies incorporating the interests of

See ectacenter.org/decrp/ for all ECTA resources on the DEC Recommended Practices.

young children with autism spectrum disorders into early intervention practices. Autism Research and
Treatment, 2012, 1-10. d0i:10.1155/2012/462531



3,4

3,21

3,4

3,4

3,4

3,1

See ectacenter.org/decrp/ for all ECTA resources on the DEC Recommended Practices.

Ericsson, K. A., & Charness, N. (1994). Expert performance: Its structure and acquisition. American
Psychologist, 49, 725-747.

Ericsson, K. A., Krampe, R. T., & Tesch-Romer, C. (1993). The role of deliberate practice in the acquisition of
expert performance. Psychological Review, 100, 363-406.

Fiese, B. H., Tomcho, T.]., Douglas, M., Josephs, K., Poltrock, S., & Baker, T. (2002). A review of 50 years of
research on naturally occuring family routines and rituals: Cause for celebration? Journal of Family
Psychology, 16(4), 381-390. doi:10.1037//0893-3200.16.4.381

Finello, K. M. (2011). Collaboration in the assessment and diagnosis of preschoolers: Challenges and
opportunities. Psychology in Schools, 48(5), 442-253. doi:10. 1002/pits.20566

Guralnick, S., Ludwig, S., & Englander, R. (2014). Domain of competence: Systems-based practice. Academic
Pediatrics, 14, S70-579. Retrieved from https://www.acgme.org/Portals/0/PDFs/Milestones/Systems-
basedPracticePediatrics.pdf doi:10.1016/j.acap.2013.11.015

Haney, M., & Cavallaro, C. C. (1996). Using ecological assessment in daily program planning for children
with disabilities in typical preschool settings. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 16, 66-81.

Kern, L., Maher Choutka, C., & Sokol, N. G. (2002). Assessment-based antecedent interventions used in
natural settings to reduce challenging behavior: An analysis of the literature. Education and Treatment of
Children, 25(1), 113-130. Retrieved from http://www. jstor.org/stable/42900519

Kemp, C., Kishida, Y., Carter, M., & Sweller, N. (2013). The effect of activity type on the engagement and
interaction of young children with disabilities in inclusive childcare. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28,
134-143.

Knopf, H. T., & Swick, K. J. (2008). Using our understanding of families to strengthen family involvement.
Early Childhood Education Journal, 35, 419-427. doi:10.1007/s10643-007-0198-z

Kyzar, K. B., Turnbull, A. P., Summers, J. A., & Gémez, V. A. (2012). The relationship of family support to
family outcomes: A synthesis of key findings from research on severe disability. Research and Practice for
Persons with Severe Disabilities, 37(1), 31-44. d0i:10.2511/027494812800903247

Kim, A.-H., Vaughn, S., Elbaum, B., Hughes, M. T., Sloan, C. V. M., & Sridhar, D. (2003). Effects of toys or
group composition for children with disabilities: A synthesis. Journal of Early Intervention, 25, 189-205.
doi:10.1177/105381510302500304

Larsson, M. (2000). Organising habilitation services: Team structures and family participation. Child: Care,
Health and Development, 26(6), 501-514. doi:10.1046/j.1365-2214.2000.00169.x

Lequia, J., Machalicek, W., & Rispoli, M. J. (2012). Effects of activity schedules on challenging behavior
exhibited in children with autism spectrum disorders: A systematic review. Research in Autism Spectrum
Disorders, 6, 480-492. doi:10.1016/j.rasd.2011.07.008

Lobo, M. A,, Paul, D. A., Mackley, A., Maher, J., & Galloway, J. C. (2014). Instability of delay classification
and determination of early intervention eligibility in the first two years of life. Research in Developmental
Disabilities, 35(1), 117-126. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2013.10.017

Martensson, F., Boldemann, C., Soderstrém, M., Blennow, M., Englund, J.-E., & Grahn, P. (2009). Outdoor
environmental assessment of attention promoting settings for preschool children. Health and Place, 15,
1149-1157. doi:10.1016/j.healthplace.2009.07.002

Mihaylov, S. L, Jarvis, S. N., Colver, A. F., & Beresford, B. (2004). Identification and description of
environmental factors that influence participation of children with cerebral palsy. Developmental Medicine
and Child Neurology, 46, 299-304.

Morgan, C., Novak, I., & Badawi, N. (2013). Enriched environments and motor outcomes in cerebral palsy:
Systematic review and meta-analysis. Pediatrics, 132(3), €735-e746. doi:10.1542/peds.2012-3985

Moore, T. G. (2008). Early childhood intervention: Core knowledge and skills. CCCH Working Paper 3. Parkville,
Victoria, Australia: Centre for Community Child Health.

Mott, D. W., & Dunst, C. J. (2006). Use of presumptive eligibility for enrolling children in Part C early
intervention. Journal of Early Intervention, 29, 22-31. doi:10.1177/105381510602900102

Nash, J. K. (1990). Public Law 99-457: Facilitating family participation on the multidisciplinary team. Journal
of Early Intervention, 14(4), 318-326. doi:10.1177/105381519001400403

Nijhuis, B. J. G., Reinders-Messelink, H. A., de Blécourt, A. C. E., Olijve, C. V. G., Groothoff, ]. W., Nakken,
H., & Postema, K. (2007). A review of salient elements defining team collaboration in paediatric
rehabilitation. Clinical Rehabilitation, 21(3), 195-211. doi:10.1177/0269215506070674

Odom, S. L., Vitztum, J., Wolery, R., Lieber, J., Sandall, S., Hanson, M. J., ... Horn, E. (2004). Preschool
inclusion in the United States: A review of research from an ecological systems perspective. Journal of
Research in Special Educational Needs, 4, 17-49. d0i:10.1111/].1471-3802.2004.00016.x

Palisano, R. J., Chiarello, L. A, King, G. A, Novak, I, Stoner, T., & Fiss, A. (2012). Participation-based
therapy for children with physical disabilities. Disability and Rehabilitation, 34, 1041-1052.
doi:10.3109/09638288.2011.628740



3,4

3,1

3,4

Petrenchik, T. M., & King, G. A. (2011). Pathways to positive development: Childhood participation in
everyday places and activities. In S. Bazyk (Ed.), Mental health promotion, prevention, and intervention with
children and youth: A guiding framework for occupational therapy (pp. 71-94). Bethesda, MD: AOTA Press

Raab, M., & Dunst, C.]. (2007). Influence of child interests on variations in child behavior and functioning.
Asheville, NC: Winterberry Press.

Raab, M., Dunst, C. J., & Hamby, D. W. (2013). Relationships between young children's interests and early
language learning. Everyday Child Language Learning Reports, Number 5, 1-14. Retrieved from
http://www.cecll.org/download/ECLLReport_5_Interests.pdf

Rosenberg, L., Bart, O., Ratzon, N. Z., & Jarus, T. (2013). Personal and environmental factors predict
participation of children with and without mild developmental disabilities. Journal of Child and Family
Studies, 22(5), 658-671. doi:10.1007/s10826-012-9619-8

Shernoff, E. S., Hill, C., Danis, B., Leventhal, B. L., & Wakschlag, L. S. (2014). Integrative consensus: A
systematic approach to integrating comprehensive assessment data for young children with behavior
problems. Infants & Young Children, 27(2), 92-110. doi:10.1097/TYC.0000000000000008

Spagnola, M., & Fiese, B. H. (2007). Family routines and rituals: A context for development in the lives of
young children. Infants and Young Children, 20(4), 284-299. doi:10.1097/01.1YC.0000290352.32170.5a

Strauss, K., Benvenuto, A., Battan, B., Siracusano, M., Terribili, M., Curatolo, P., & Fava, L. (2015). Promoting
shared decision making to strengthen outcome of young children with autism spectrum disorders: The
role of staff competence. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 38, 48-63. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2014.11.016

Trivette, C. M., Dunst, C. J., Simkus, A., & Hamby, D. W. (2013). Methods for increasing child participation
in everyday learning opportunities. Everyday Child Language Learning Reports, Number 7, 1-7.
Retrieved from http://www.cecll.org/download/ECLLReport_7_LearnOps.pdf

Van keer, 1., & Maes, B. (2016). Contextual factors influencing the developmental characteristics of young
children with severe to profound intellectual disability: A critical review. Journal of Intellectual &
Developmental Disability, 1-19. doi:10.3109/13668250.2016.1252458

Wachs, T. D. (1999). Celebrating complexity: Conceptualization and assessment of the environment. In S. L.
Friedman & T. D. Wachs (Eds.), Measuring environment across the life span: Emerging methods and concepts
(pp. 357-392). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Wachs, T. D. (2000). Necessary but not sufficient: The respective roles of single and multiple influences on individual
development. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Weisner, T. S. (2002). Ecocultural understanding of children's developmental pathways. Human Development,
45, 275-281. doi:10.1177/1529100615569721

Adapted from Dunst, C. J. (2017). Research foundations for evidence-informed early childhood intervention
performance checklists. Education Sciences, 7, 78; doi:10.3390/educsci7040078. Retrieved
from http://puckett.org/Research-Foundations-for%20Evidence-Informed-Early-Childhood-Intervention-

Performance-Checklists.pdf.

The adaptation consisted solely of changing the number of each Checklist only where necessary to ensure that the
numbers in this table correspond to the Checklists published on http://ectacenter.org/decrp/.
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