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Our handy Selection Tool 
can help you find a product 
to suit your needs in a few 
questions.

Professional Development 
Modules and other resources are 
available, too!

aRPy Ambassadors promote the use of 
the DEC RPs and the resources. In 
partnership with DEC and family TA 
centers, the program will expand and 
increase reach across the country!

You’ll know the practice is working if… 
• Multiple sources of information about the child’s 

functioning in everyday activities are used for eligibility 

determination  • The child’s abilities, strengths, skills, and behavioral 

difficulties in everyday activities are identified 
• The family receives information about the child’s 

strengths and challenges and the rationale for the 

eligibility determination 

This practice guide is based upon the following DEC 

Recommended Practices: Assessment 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 

The DEC Recommended Practices are available at 

http://dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices  Access this practice guide and other products at 
http://ectacenter.org/decrp  Copyright © 2018 ECTA Center 
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Informed clinical reasoning is a process team members use to gather information about a child’s developmental functioning in 

order to make decisions about the child’s eligibility for intervention services. The process requires knowledge of both typical and 

atypical child development and involves gathering information about the child’s functioning using interviews with parents and  other 

caregivers, direct observations of the child, and review of results from evaluations and developmental assessment instruments. 

These elements constitute the foundation for becoming “informed” about a child’s developmental abilities and needs in the 

context of everyday activities or natural environments. 

Watch a video of this guide 

Gathering Multiple Sources of Information for Assessment 

• Have at least three people gather information about a child’s 

strengths (e.g., skills, abilities, interests, preferences) and 

behavioral difficulties and challenges. Find out how a child is 

able to interact with objects and people in everyday activities 

and routines. Learn about the things the child has difficulty 

doing as part of everyday life. Pay particular attention to the 

child’s unusual behaviors and to situations and activities where 

the child struggles to participate. 
• Gather the information from multiple sources in multiple ways. 

Talk with parents and other caregivers who best know the 

child’s strengths and their concerns about the child’s 

development. Together with caregivers, observe the child’s 

participation in different everyday activities and routines. Use 

developmental checklists or other assessment tools to identify 

behaviors the child is able to do, is just lear ning to do, and is 

not yet doing. • Keep written records of all the information. Record the 

methods used and the individuals who are involved in 

gathering the information, the different settings in which 

information was obtained, family members' observations 

and concerns about the child’s development, and details of the 

child’s behavior and functioning in different activities. 

• Review all of the information that was gathered by the team 

and discuss how the information provides a picture of the 

child’s functioning and developmental status. Discuss how the 

child interacts with people and objects, challenges the child 

has participating in everyday activities, and any unusual or 

atypical child behaviors and/or development. 
• Consider how the team can use all of the information from all 

sources to portray an accurate picture of the developmental 

status of the child. Determine whether the evidence, taken 

together, confirms that the child has a developmental delay 

(according to a state’s criteria). Come to an agreement about 

the child’s strengths, needs, and eligibility for intervention 

services. • Explain to the family how the eligibility decision was reached 

and how available information informed the decision. Provide 

the family with a written summary of the eligibility 

determination process, including a description of the findings 

on the child’s functioning (e.g., strengths, abilities, and areas of 

delay), the methods used to reach a decision, and the rationale 

for that decision. A Quick Peek Jahwan is a 20-month-old whose mother, Jacy, has requested an eligibility determination for early 

intervention. She is concerned about Jahwan’s interactions with others. Jacy and professionals on the 

evaluation team make plans for an assessment visit inclu ding observing Jahwan in everyday activities 

at home to identify his strengths and challenges. On the day of the assessment, the professionals talk 

with Jacy to learn about the words Jahwan uses, the kinds of activities that seem to encourage his 

talking, how he lets others know what he wants, and what he does in interactions with other people. 

Together, they observe Jahwan playing with some of his favorite toys, eating lunch with Jacy, and 

interacting with his grandma. They also work with Jacy to complete a developmental checklist of 

Jahwan’s abilities. At the assessment team briefing, the team members discuss the information that 

was gathered and point out Jahwan’s strengths and challenges in everyday activities. They note that 

although Jahwan’s assessment scores do not show a 30% delay in his development, his skills in 

everyday activities and communication are not typical for a 20 -month-old toddler and agree that he is 

eligible for early intervention services based on his atypical developmental pattern.

You’ll know the practice is working when… 
• Your child’s abilities, strengths, skills, and behavioral 

difficulties in everyday activities have been identified 
• Multiple sources of information about your child’s 

functioning in everyday activities are used to determine 
your child’s eligibility for intervention services   

• You receive information about the rationale for the 
eligibility determination 

This practice guide is based upon the following DEC 
Recommended Practices: Assessment 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 
The DEC Recommended Practices are available at 
http://dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices  

Access this practice guide and other products at 
http://ectacenter.org/decrp  
Copyright © 2018 ECTA Center 

 

 
ASSESSMENT Family Practice Guide 1 of 5 
  

Family Member Roles in Informed Clinical Reasoning
 

One way to gather information to determine a child’s eligibility for intervention services is through an assessment process called 
“informed clinical reasoning.” An evaluation team, which includes a child’s parents and other family members, gathers the 
information using conversations with people who know the child best, direct observations of the child’s engagement in everyday 
activities, and a review of results from developmental assessment instruments. This information provides the foundation for 
becoming “informed” about a child’s developmental status and for making decisions about the presence of delays in the child’s 
development. 

Watch a video of this guide 

 Using Your Knowledge of Your Child to Support Assessment 
Parents contribute to their child’s assessment by doing some or 
all of the following: 
• Describe your child’s skills, abilities, interests, preferences 

and challenges with professionals on the evaluation team. 
Explain how your child interacts with objects and people in 
everyday activities and routines, including what your child 
does well and things your child has difficulty doing in the 
activities and routines. 

• Describe unusual behaviors, situations, and activities where 
your child struggles to participate with objects or people. 
Suggest other individuals such as a grandparent or 
caregiver who know your child well and who could add to 
the information you provide. 

• Assist the team in observing your child in different everyday 
activities and routines to obtain information about how your 
child participates in the activities. How does your child 
interact with people and objects? What challenges does 
your child have in participating in everyday activities? Are 
there any unusual or atypical child behaviors and/or 
development? Help team members complete a 
developmental checklist or other assessment tool by 
describing behaviors your child is able to do, is just learning 
to do, and/or is not yet doing. 

• Provide the team available medical reco rds or other reports 
so that the information may be used to determine your 
child’s eligibility for intervention services. 

• Jot down and/or ask team members for the different kinds 
of information gathered as part of your child’s assessment. 
The information should include the different settings in 
which information was obtained, what team members 
gathered the information, your observations and concerns 
about your child’s development, and the team members’ 
assessment of your child’s behavior and functioning in 
different activities. 

• Together with other team members, discuss how all the 
information confirms or does not confirm that your child has 
a developmental delay (according to your state’s eligibility 
criteria). Come to an agreement about your child’s 
strengths, needs, and eligibility for intervention services .  

A Quick Peek 
Taylor and Sidney have requested assistance from their local early 
intervention program because they have concerns that their 18 -month-old, 
Landry, has delayed skills compared to other children they know. As they 
prepare for a visit from an evaluation team, they make notes of their 
concerns and examples of Landry’s abilities in different activities.  
They know that their information may help the evaluation team make decisions about Landry’s eligibility for early interventio n. On 
the day of the evaluation, they share their notes with the professionals, describe situations where Landry is having difficulty, and 
ask the team to pay particular attention to Landry’s ways of communicating. They suggest the team observe Landry in several 
activities, including playing with toy cars, climbing on their outdoor playset with siblings, and eating lunch. They also help the tea m 
complete a developmental checklist by describing what Landry is able to do and is just beginning to do. After considering thi s 
information, the parents and team agree that although the assessment results do not indicate that Landry has a delay that meets  
their state’s eligibility criteria, his skills in everyday activities and communication are not typical for an 18 -month old. Every- one 
agrees that Landry is eligible for early intervention services based on an atypical developmental pattern and behavioral 
indications. The parents ask for a written summary of the eligibility findings .

This checklist is based upon the following DEC Recommended Practices: Assessment 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 

The DEC Recommended Practices are available at http://dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices  

Access this checklist and other products at http://ectacenter.org/decrp 

Copyright © 2018 Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 
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Informed Clinical Reasoning Checklist

This checklist includes practices that are important for 

using informed clinical reasoning/opinion for evaluation 

and eligibility determination. This checklist can help 

individuals and team members ensure that the evaluation 

and assessment informs an accurate eligibility 

determination.  

The checklist indicators can be used to develop a plan.  

to promote a formalized and structured process using 

informed clinical reasoning for eligibility determination.  

 
The checklist rating scale can be used for a self -evaluation to 

determine whether the different practice characteristics w ere 

part of using the practice when conducting an eligibility 

determination.

 

Practitioner:  

Child:  

Date:  

 
Please indicate which practice characteristics you were 

able to use as part of evaluation and assessment of a 

child: 

Seldom 

or never 

(O - 25%) 

Some of 

the time 

(25 - 50%) 

As often 

as I can 

(50 - 75%) 

Most of 

the time 

(75 - 100%) 
Notes 

1. Work as a team with the family to identify the child’s 

strengths, skills, behaviors, and concerns as the 

focus of the evaluation or assessment 

    
 

2. Use multiple methods and procedures to evaluate 

and assess the child’s behavior (e.g. observations, 

rating scales, parental interview and report, review of 

records, assessment instruments) 

    
 

3. Gather information from the parents and others who 

know the child 

    
 

4. Gather evaluation and assessment information in 

multiple settings by observing the child’s 

participation in everyday activities, routines, and play 
    

 

5. Work as a team to compile the results from the 

assessment tools, methods, people, and settings 
    

 

6. Describe unusual, questionable, or atypical child 

behaviors (e.g., responses to sensory stimuli; 

abnormal muscle tone, reflexes, range of motion, 

and poor quality of movement; failure to initiate or 

respond to social interactions; restrictive or repetitive 

interests or behaviors that interfere with skill 

development) 

    

 

7. Engage the team in summarizing and describing the 

impact of the child’s delays and differences in terms 

of needing early intervention or preschool special 

education 

    
 

8. Reach a consensus concerning eligibility based on all 

the available evaluation and assessment information 
    

 

9. Provide the parents an easily understood written 

summary of (a) the methods and procedures used to 

assess the child’s functioning and (b) the team’s 

decision and rationale about the child’s eligibility for 

early intervention or preschool special education 

    

 

 

ECTA Center’s Practice Improvement Tools and resources support 
the use of the DEC Recommended Practices.


