
Sunday, December 11, 2005  
Pre-Conference Events 

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Conference Registration and Table Top Display Set Up Congressional Ballroom Foyer

 

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Facilitating Collaborative Teams: ICC Meeting 
Peggy Hayden, RI 
Jo Shackelford, NECTAC 
Sharon Ringwalt, NECTAC

Congressional Ballroom A & B

In this all day workshop, participants will gain knowledge, skills and resources for facilitating collaborative teams for state 
and local ICCs and other interagency and intraagency endeavors. 

Infant and Toddlers Coordinator Association (ITCA) Meeting 
Hosted by Andy Gomm, NM, and Stephanie Moss, GA Grand Ballroom - South

Open to all Part C Coordinators 

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

619 Coordinators' Meeting 
Hosted by Nancy Treusch, OSEP Grand Ballroom - North

Business Meeting open to all 619 Coordinators 

5:00 PM – 5:45 PM 

Orientation for First-Time Attendees 
Hosted by Peggy Cvach, OSEP, and Pascal Trohanis, NECTAC Meeting Room 8 & 9

The session will provide an overview to the purposes, sponsors and participants of the annual OSEP National Early 
Childhood Conference. Highlights of this year's agenda and hints for enhancing participant experience will be included. 

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

Welcome Reception for Families of Children with Special Needs 
Sponsored by The PACER Center,  the Technical Assistance ALLIANCE for Parent Centers   
and the National  Parent Leadership Development Project for ICCs  
at the Federation for Children with Special Needs

Grand Ballroom - Central

An opportunity to meet and network with other family members, reconnect with old friends and make new ones. If you 
have any questions about the conference there will people available to answer them and help to plan your time while you 
are here. 
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7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Conference Registration Grand Registration Desk

 

7:00 AM - 8:45 AM 

Continental Breakfast Congressional Ballroom Foyer

 

 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

Welcome and Opening Plenary 
Welcome 
Gail Houle, Associate Division Director, EC Team, Research to Practice Division, OSEP 
Pascal Trohanis, Director, NECTAC

Grand Ballroom - North & Central

Introduction of Speaker 
Troy Justesen, Acting Director, Office of Special Education Programs,  

US Department of Education

Reflections of IDEA Progress Over 30 Years  

John Hockenberry,  
Journalist and Commentator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview 
Pascal Trohanis, Director, NECTAC

 

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM 

Break: Refreshments and Visit Displays Congressional Ballroom Foyer
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11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Concurrent Session - Round 1 
A Logic Model for the Effective Implementation of Service Coordination: 
Culmination of Five Years of Research 
Mary Beth Bruder 
Michael Conn-Powers 
Gloria Harbin

Meeting Room 8 & 9

Training developed from research on essential outcomes and practices of service coordination will be highlighted at the 
family, service coordinator, and system administrator levels. The focus will be on practices and tools to achieve service 
coordination outcomes that are essential to children, families and systems within early intervention. 

Can Children with Developmental Disabilities Learn More Than One Language? 
Lillian Duran Meeting Room 4

This presentation will include an overview of the current research on second language acquisition as it relates to Early 
Childhood Special Education assessment and intervention. Program models and policy issues will be discussed. Participants 
will have time to discuss specific issues from their own communities. 

Characteristics, Services, and Outcomes for the Nation's Preschoolers with 
Disabilities 
Elaine Carlson 
Amy Shimshak

Grand Ballroom - Central

The Pre-Elementary Education Longitudinal Study (PEELS) is a national study of children with disabilities ages 3-5. Using 
Wave 1 data, presenters will share information on child characteristics, services and outcomes, with a particular focus on 
children with autism. 

Creating Partnerships to Enhance Family Involvement 
Cassandra Johnston Meeting Room 15

This interactive session will focus on how Part C Programs and ICC's can work with Parent Training and Information 
Centers, Community Parent Resource Centers, and other family support groups to assure meaningful family involvement 
and collaboration. The necessary elements for successful partnerships will be identified and challenges as well as strategies 
will be discussed. 

LRE in ECSE under IDEA and Other Interesting Acronyms 
Lisa Backer 
Darren Kermes

Renaissance Ballroom - West B

Participants will actively consider the following questions to support the provision of Early Childhood Special Education 
(ECSE) in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). What does IDEA really say? What guidance has OSEP provided? What 
direction can be taken from due process hearings? How can ECSE leaders build district capacity to meet the LRE 
mandate? 

Research to Practice: The Professional Development in Autism (PDA) Center. 
Barb Gruber 
Carol Quirk

Renaissance Ballroom - West A

As the prevalence of autism increases, so does our need to have highly qualified professionals who are skilled in designing 
programs and delivering instruction to these children. In this session, participants will learn about the PDA Center's 
approach to inservice training, quality indicators of effective programs, and how school districts in your state can sign up 
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for training. Through presentation of information and facilitated discussion, participants will learn recommended practices 
for educating young children with autism. 

Resources from the Good Start, Grow Smart Federal Interagency Workgroup 
Beth Caron Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

Federal representatives from the Good Start, Grow Smart interagency workgroup will describe the goals of this early 
childhood initiative. Resources that support improved early care and education for young children with and without 
disabilities will be provided from the Child Care Bureau, Head Start and the Office of Special Education Programs. 

State Profiles of Effective Assistive Technology Services for Infants and Toddlers 
Philippa Campbell 
Lauren Dugan 
Suzanne Milbourne

Meeting Room 5

In this session, state profiles will be presented for participants to identify characteristics for optimal assistive technology 
services for infants and toddlers. Analysis of state and regional documents were used to create the profiles that identify 
optimal activities. 

The Early Childhood/Juvenile Justice Connection 
Tecca Thompson Meeting Room 3

This interactive presentation with activities and a sample program offers an opportunity for the participants to connect 
the dots between the Juvenile Justice System and the services offered through Part C and 619 agencies. 

The Use of Private Insurance to Support Part C Systems 
Ron Benham 
Andy Gomm 
Maureen Greer

Meeting Room 10 & 11

This panel presentation will focus on the experience of two states in the development of insurance legislation, the 
challenges and opportunities of this fund expansion and its impact on families. Presenters represent states that have 
successfully implemented and expanded their access to insurance, a state with newly passed legislation, and the issues of 
implementation. 

Translating Research Evidence into Usable Practice Guides 
Carl Dunst 
Carol Trivette

Renaissance Ballroom - East

The Research and Training Center (RTC) on Early Childhood Development is dedicated to promoting and enhancing the 
healthy development of young children with or at risk for developmental delays or disabilities. The RTC was established 
to create a bridge between research evidence and early childhood intervention practices. This presentation will describe 
practice guides in Solutions Tool Kits that focus on how a practice is done, where it is done, why it is done, when it is 
done, and with whom it is done in order to afford practitioners and parents the opportunity to use evidence-based 
practices. 

Update on NEILS: Kindergarten Outcomes 
Kathleen Hebbeler 
Donna Spiker

Grand Ballroom - North

NEILS findings presented in this session will focus on kindergarten outcomes of former early intervention recipients. 
Developmental (cognitive, communication, social, and motor) and academic, behavioral, and health outcomes will be 
described along with data on the children's functioning and continued need for special services in kindergarten. 
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12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 

Lunch on Your Own 

 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 

Concurrent Session - Round 2 
If They Can Do It, You Can Too! States' Experiences Developing Early Childhood 
Outcome Systems- Part 1 
Lou Danielson 
Caroline Gooden 
Kathleen Hebbeler 
Lynne Kahn

Jim Lesko 
Ruth Littlefield 
Karen Mikkelsen 
Carolyn Stiles

Verna Thompson 
Jennifer Tschantz 
Nan Vendegna 
Larry Wexler

Grand Ballroom - North

Part one of a two-part session. This session will include a presentation from OSEP and the ECO Center on the evolution 
of the early childhood outcomes requirements and recommendations. The second session will involve presentations from 
several states about their own evolving outcomes processes. There will be facilitated discussion and opportunities for 
questions. 

A Cross Agency Initiative to Promote Inclusive Options for Young Children with 
Disabilities 
Cathy Bishop 
Diana Bowman 
Beth Caron

Moniquin Huggins 
Ginger Johnson 
Jennifer Johnson

Jim O'Brien 
Erica Swanson 
Nancy Treusch

Meeting Room 10 & 11

The Child Care Bureau, Head Start Bureau, Administration on Developmental Disabilities and OSEP have invited cross-
agency teams from Florida, Iowa, Montana and Arizona to participate in a strategic planning initiative with the goal of 
improving inclusive opportunities for young children with disabilities. Federal representatives from the sponsoring 
agencies will discuss the goals for this initiative. Representatives from Florida and Montana will provide updates of their 
states' ongoing efforts. 

Building the Capacity of Programs to Address the Needs of Young Children with 
Challenging Behavior 
Lise Fox 
Mary Louise Hemmeter

Renaissance Ballroom - West B

The work of two national centers focused on promoting the social and emotional development and addressing the 
challenging behavior of young children (Center on Evidence-Based Practices: Young Children with Challenging Behavior 
and the Center on the Social Emotional Foundations for Early Learning) will be described. The discussion will include the 
prevalence and trajectory of development of young children with challenging behavior, evidence-based approaches for 
program practices, and resources that programs may use to adopt evidence-based approaches. 

Guided Practice for Parents in Leadership Part 1 
Diane Turner Meeting Room 8 & 9

Part 1. This two part interactive session aims to strengthen parent leadership through brief presentations and "hands on" 
skill development. Part 1 will focus on clarifying personal vision and building shared vision to foster effective collaboration. 
Part 2 (4:00-5:30) will build skills to lead high performing teams, resolve conflicts, and facilitate team learning. 
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IDEA 2004 Early Identification and Child Find- Part 1 
Diana Bowman 
Catherine Nolan 
Kala Suprenant

Grand Ballroom - Central

Part 1 of a 2 part session. This session will identify the requirements of IDEA 2004 and relevant federal legislation (i.e. 
Child Abuse, Protection & Treatment Act, McKinney-Vento Act) that relate to child find and public awareness efforts, for 
Part C and Section 619 of Part B. Issues related to young maltreated children and children who are homeless will be 
included. Participants will have a Question & Answer opportunity. This session provides background information for Part 
2, scheduled from 4:00-5:30. 

Me Too, Me Too! State Early Learning Standards for All Children 
Susan Crowther 
Jeanine Huntoon 
Catherine Scott-Little 
Jan Thelan

Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

There is much variability among state early learning standards. The presentation will explore the status of standards 
nationally, examining what they look like, how they are used and their applicability to all children. Several states will 
present their inclusive standards and how they developed standards that address the needs of all children. 

Multimedia Resources for Early Childhood Personnel Preparation: 
Communication and Emergent Literacy 
Deborah Hatton Meeting Room 5

Emergent literacy, the developmental process that begins at birth, provides the foundation for future reading and writing. 
Components of emergent literacy for young children with disabilities will be described, along with evidence-based 
practices for promoting communication, language, and emergent literacy development. Multimedia resources will be used 
to convey session content. 

My SPP Is In! Now What? Using Data to Track and Guide Program Improvement 
Dawn Downer 
Lynne Kahn 
Jane Nell Luster 
Vanessa Winborne

Renaissance Ballroom - West A

Two states will provide examples of how they follow the progress of their improvement efforts with ongoing review of 
available state data related to their State Performance Plan. The sessions will be interactive, with opportunities for 
participants to ask questions and discuss the implications of using state data for fine-tuning improvement strategies. 

Natural Environment Practices: What We Know about What Works Best and Why 
Mary Beth Bruder 
Carl Dunst 
Carol Trivette

Renaissance Ballroom - East

Increasing Children's Learning Opportunities in Natural Environments, an Early Childhood Research Institute is identifying 
methods and procedures for increasing learning opportunities for children birth to 6 years old in everyday family and 
community activity settings. This session promotes practitioner and parent understanding of practice-based information 
gleaned from studies about natural learning environments. Multimedia information will be used to illustrate different types 
and sources of information available to parents and practitioners. 
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Understanding Family Dynamics: Training Techniques to Enhance Practical 
Application of the Family Experience. 
Stephan Viehweg Meeting Room 2

The family is the central focus of successful early intervention. Early childhood providers must appreciate the uniqueness 
of family dynamics when providing supports and services. This session highlights a unique, practical training approach to 
enhance the participant's experience in understanding family dynamics. Participants take part in a family sculpture and 
explore training techniques to support practical application of the learning experience. 

What Do I Do with the Evidence? Putting DEC's Recommended Practices to Use 
Sarah Mulligan 
Beth Rous 
Susan Sandall

Meeting Room 3

This session will explore the practical implications for DEC's Recommended Practices. Participants will take a closer look 
at the individual practices, explore real life program examples, and engage in activities that demonstrate how to use the 
practices to ensure program improvement and high quality services. 

What We Know About Supporting Language Development in Young English 
Learners 
Betsy Ayankoya 
Christina Kasprzak

Meeting Room 4

Language, thinking and culture are interrelated. This session will seek to increase awareness of language development in 
children whose home language is not English and the importance of home language in learning English. Participants will 
gain ideas about effective ways to support second language development and to distinguish between language delays 
associated with learning a second language and a true language disability. The implications for personnel preparation and 
policy development will be discussed. 

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM 

Break: Refreshments and Visit Displays Congressional Ballroom Foyer

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM  
Concurrent Session - Round 3 

If They Can Do It, You Can Too! States' Experiences Developing Early Childhood 
Outcome Systems- Part 2 
Lou Danielson 
Caroline Gooden 
Kathleen Hebbeler 
Lynne Kahn 
Jim Lesko

Ruth Littlefield 
Karen Mikkelsen 
Carolyn Stiles 
Nora Thompson 
 

Verna Thompson 
Jennifer Tschantz 
Nan Vendegna 
Larry Wexler

Grand Ballroom - North

Part 2. The first session included a presentation from OSEP and the ECO Center on the evolution of the early childhood 
outcomes requirements and recommendations. The second session provides presentations from several states about 
their own evolving outcomes processes. There will be facilitated discussion and opportunities for questions. 
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Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Infants and Young Children and their 
Families 
Joan Eisen 
Ed Feinberg 
Roxane Kaufmann 
Erin Kinavey

Meeting Room 3

Key elements of an integrated early childhood mental health system of care will be described. The presenters will provide 
specific examples of strategies used by states and communities to address the mental health needs of infants, toddlers, 
preschool children, and their caregivers. Particular attention will be paid to the roles of Part C and Section 619 in system, 
policy, and service development at the state and local levels. 

Guided Practice for Parents in Leadership- Part 2 
Diane Turner Meeting Room 8 & 9

Part 2. This two part interactive session aims to strengthen parent leadership through brief presentations and "hands on" 
skill development. Part I focused on clarifying personal vision and building shared vision to foster effective collaboration. 
Part 2 will build skills to lead high performing teams, resolve conflicts, and facilitate team learning. This session will build 
on the pre-conference meeting for ICC participants. 

IDEA 2004 Early Identification and Child Find - Part 2 
Andy Gomm 
Elizabeth Kuhlman 
Susan Ord

Grand Ballroom - Central

Part 2. The session will provide examples of how some states have responded to requirements, highlighted in Part 1, to 
include interagency agreements, referral and child find policies, training and partnership activities at the state and local 
levels. Resources within the OSEP Early Identification Community of Practice will be shared and links to other state and 
national resources will be identified. 

Improving Quality Practices in Early Intervention: Missouri's IFSP Rating Scale 
Christina Kasprzak 
Valerie Lane 
Anne Lucas 
Kate Numerick

Meeting Room 5

Missouri will present its efforts to improve quality practices in early intervention through use of an IFSP Quality Indicator 
Rating Scale as part of their state accountability system. Presenters will share a description of the indicators and rating 
scale, its development and implementation, the process of selecting and reviewing IFSPs, results of IFSP reviews, and 
impacts on provider practice. 

Inclusion in Child Care and Preschool Settings: A Framework for Success 
Sarah Mulligan Meeting Room 10 & 11

Inclusion doesn't "just happen". This session presents a useful framework for ensuring successful inclusion experiences for 
young children who have or are at risk for disabilities and other developmental delays. Using examples of policies, 
procedures, and practices, the session offers a practical approach to make inclusion work in community-based settings. 

Is Everybody Really Happy? Use of Dispute Resolution Options in Part C 
Joicey Hurth 
Marshall Peter

Meeting Room 2

This session will review national data related to complaints, mediation and due process hearings in Part C programs. 
Discussion will focus on potential explanations for the lack of dispute resolution activity in many states and strategies to 



Monday, December 12, 2005  
 

promote early resolution of concerns. Participants will be asked to identify TA needs that might be addressed by CADRE 
and/or NECTAC. 

Measuring Intervention Results for Infants, Toddlers and Preschooler Using 
Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDIs) 
Charles Greenwood 
Dale Walker

Renaissance Ballroom - East

Early childhood programs are mandated to show that children benefit from services. One approach with many desirable 
features (e.g., authentic, sensitive to growth, reliable, valid, etc.) uses Individual Growth and Development Indicators 
(IGDIs). The purpose of this presentation is to explore the conceptual, technical, and practical bases of this approach. 

Personnel Preparation for Children Aged Birth through 5: Defining the 
Landscape and Proposing Change 
Mary Beth Bruder 
Vicki Stayton

Renaissance Ballroom - West B

The Center for Personnel Preparation in Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education (EI/ECSE) will describe 
methodology and share findings which highlight relationships among personnel preparation standards, training programs, 
and supply and demand of EI/ECSE professionals. Presenters will share trends in licensure/certification and a national 
perspective on training programs. 

The ECO Center Family Outcomes Survey 
Don Bailey Renaissance Ballroom - West A

This session provides an update on the most recent two versions of the ECO Center's Family Outcomes Survey -- one 
for Part C Programs and one for Section 619 programs. Steps in instrument development will be summarized and the 
instruments will be described in detail. Next steps for pilot testing the measures will be discussed and feedback will be 
requested from participants. 

The Hausslein EI Parent Leadership Awards:  Putting Ideas into Action 
Darla Gundler 
Evelyn Hausslein

Meeting Room 4

Participants in this step by step workshop will learn the Hausslein Award application process including: the requirements, 
building a parent team, putting together a budget and making it happen. Past Hausslein Award recipients will share 
information about their projects and offer helpful suggestions on the process. Come and learn more about this wonderful 
opportunity for parent involvement. 

Working Together to Make Standards and Assessment Stronger: Collaborative 
Strategies at All System Levels 
Lindy Buch 
Marilou Hyson 
Jana Martella

Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

For early learning standards and accountability to benefit all children, national, state, and local organizations must work 
together in new ways. Representatives of collaborating national organizations will describe their efforts. Presenters and 
audience will engage in facilitated discussion about how to support these kinds of partnership activities at state and local 
levels. 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

Reception and Visit Table Top Displays Congressional Ballroom A & B
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7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Conference Registration Grand Registration Desk

7:00 AM - 8:45 AM 
Continental Breakfast Congressional Ballroom Foyer

7:30 AM - 8:45 AM 
Early Bird Sessions 

Experiences in the Implementation of CAPTA 
Andy Gomm Renaissance Ballroom - East

States will have an opportunity to share successes and challenges that they have had in the implementation of CAPTA 
requirements. 

Financing Part C Systems 
Maureen Greer Renaissance Ballroom - West B

Part C Coordinators identify finance as their major challenge in administering the early intervention system. This session 
will provide an opportunity to identify key financial issues, share resources and discuss solutions that other Coordinators 
have identified. 

Family Networking Early Bird 
Judy Swett Meeting Room 10 & 11

Participants will identify and discuss issues of concern to families of children with special needs and families in leadership 
roles.  

Improvement Strategies for Early Childhood Transition 
Ann Hains 
Beth Rous

Renaissance Ballroom - West A

Early Childhood Transition is a monitoring indicator for both the Part B and Part C State Performance Plan (SPP). This 
will be an opportunity to discuss improvement strategies for reaching the 100% target in Early Childhood Transition. 

Planning ICC Retreats: Building on Each Other's Successes 
Donna Batkis 
Darla Gundler

Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

Participants will discuss their experiences planning and conducting successful ICC retreats. 

Resources for New Part C Coordinators 
Stephanie Moss Meeting Room 8 & 9

This early bird session will build on the orientation session for new Part C Coordinators held during the OSEP Summer 
Institute on SPPs. There will be an opportunity for continuing dialogue and linkage with the many resources available to 
support states. 
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9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

News from OSERS and OSEP 
Greetings 
Troy Justesen, Deputy Assistant Secretary, OSERS and Acting OSEP Director Grand Ballroom - North & Central

Opening Remarks 
John Hager, Assistant Secretary, OSERS

  

Updates 
Lou Danielson, Director of OSEP Research to Practice Division 
Ruth Ryder, Director of OSEP Monitoring and State Improvement Division 
 

 

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM 

Break: Refreshments and Visit Displays Congressional Ballroom Foyer

 

11:00 AM - 12:15 PM 

Concurrent Meetings with OSEP State Contacts and Project Officers 
Part C & ICC - With OSEP MSIP State Contacts 

Team A - Gregg Corr  

AR, BIA, DC, IA, KY, NM, ND, OR, PA, PR, RI, SD, TX, VT, WV 

Renaissance Ballroom - West A

Team B - Judy Gregorian  

AS, AZ, CO, CT, MP, FM, GU, HI, MH, MA, MI, MT, OH, PW, TN, WA 

Renaissance Ballroom - West B

Team C - Lois Taylor  

AK, DE, FL, ID, KS, MD, NE, NV, NH, NJ, NY, OK, UT, VI, WY 

Meeting Room 8 & 9

Team D - Larry Ringer  

AL, CA, GA, IL, IN, LA, ME, MN, MS, MO, NC, SC, VA, WI 

Meeting Room 10 & 11

Part D Early Childhood and Parent Center Discretionary Projects 
OSEP RTP Division Staff Renaissance Ballroom - East

Section 619  
Nancy Treusch, OSEP, MSIP Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

 

12:15 PM - 12:30 PM 

Transition Break 
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12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 

Group Lunch and Celebrating Three Decades of IDEAS 
Please refer to the program found at your place setting. Grand Ballroom - North & Central

 

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM 

Transition Break 

 

 

2:15 PM - 3:45 PM 

Concurrent Session - Round 4 
What About Dads? 
Joseph Anderson 
John Hoffman

Meeting Room 15

Participants engage in a dialogue with two fathers about their unique perspectives on what Early Intervention has meant 
for their families -- their rewards, challenges and hopes for the system, home and community. Participants will also have 
an opportunity to talk about the cultural aspects of recognizing the importance of fathers and their roles within the family 
structure. 

Do I Look Stressed? The Impact of Stress and Trauma in Early Childhood 
Neal Horen 
Erin Kinavey

Meeting Room 16

The session will focus on the impact of trauma and stress on children birth to five. Clinical examples will be used to 
highlight early signs and symptoms in infants, toddlers and preschool age children and the experiences of families and 
other caregivers. Participants will have an opportunity to discuss implications for strengthening service systems. 

Enrolling Young Children Who Have Been Maltreated into Part C 
Corry Robinson 
Steven Rosenberg

Meeting Room 10 & 11

This presentation will describe findings about rates of developmental problems among children under the age of three 
who have been maltreated. Strategies for promoting collaboration between child welfare and Part C agencies will be 
presented. In addition, the service needs of families in which maltreatment is a problem, and interventions that address 
their needs will be discussed. 

From Relationships to Competencies for Early Childhood and Family Mental 
Health 
Brenda Bean 
Manuela Fonseca 
Karen Mikkelsen 
Sherry Schoenberg

Meeting Room 4

Participants will explore the topic of early childhood and family mental health. The history, journey, and current status of 
the partnership project will be summarized. Competencies in the six project areas will be shared. A small group planning 
process focused on competency assessment and integration will conclude the session. 
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How to Make Data Sharing Across Agencies Effective …and Legal 
Beverly Peeples 
Kala Suprenant 
Charity Welch 
Linda Whitsett

Renaissance Ballroom - East

Participants will receive information on (a) lessons learned about data sharing across Parts B/C including HIPAA and 
FERPA requirements, (b) good practices needed to effectively share data and to ensure a seamless transition from C to B, 
and (c) specific strategies states have used in sharing data. There will be an opportunity for questions, answers and dialog. 

Making Progress on Measuring Progress: Measuring Child Outcomes 
Barb Jackson 
Lynne Kahn 
Beppie Shapiro 
Donna Spiker

Renaissance Ballroom - West A & West B

The session will present updates and highlights of strategies for addressing several of the challenges facing state Part C and 
Preschool programs in measuring child outcomes. Two states will share their learnings from early childhood GSEG 
project efforts. There will be ample opportunity for participant discussion. 

Making Sense Out of Divergent Bodies of Evidence 
Carl Dunst 
Carol Trivette

Meeting Room 5

Tracking, Referral and Assessment Center for Excellence (TRACE) activities will be described to illustrate how 
investigators are collecting research evidence, developing practice guides, and designing studies to improve child find, early 
identification and referral practices by Part C and Section 619 programs. Particular emphasis will be placed on findings 
from research as well as intervention studies completed by the TRACE staff. 

Taking Your Seat at the State Early Childhood Comprehensive System (SECCS) 
Table 
Ron Benham 
Lorraine Brown

Meeting Room 2

Presenters will provide a brief overview of the State Early Childhood Comprehensive System (SECCS) grants that seek to 
ensure all children from birth to 5 are healthy and ready to learn at school entry. Attendees will be invited to participate 
in a conversation aimed to strengthen Part C and Section 619 involvement and ensure that the needs of children with 
disabilities and their families are included in SECCS planning and implementation activities. Child and family outcomes, 
resource sharing, program evaluation and sustainability of effective evidence based practices will also be discussed. 

Transition to Preschool: National Survey Findings and Implications for State 
Policy 
Katherine McCormick 
Teri Nowak 
Beth Rous

Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

A national survey of public preschool teachers yielded findings on transition practices that support transition to public 
preschool services. Specific information on barriers and facilitators to preschool transitions and implications for local and 
state policy will be discussed. 
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Use of the NCSEAM Part C and 619 Parent Surveys to Address the Birth through 5 
SPP Parent/Family Indicators 
Batya Elbaum 
Patricia Snyder 
Sharon Walsh

Meeting Room 8 & 9

Both the NCSEAM Part C Family Survey and a first version of the 619 Parent Survey are ready for states' use in 2006. 
The 619 survey combines appropriate and validated items from the National Item Validation Study. The two surveys 
provide an integrated measurement system addressing the birth through 5 parent/family indicators. 

Working Together on Training Curriculum: Enhancing Services in Natural 
Environments 
Mona East 
Barbara Hanft 
Deborah Hatton 
Joicey Hurth

Grace Kelley 
Debra Metzger 
Lynda Pletcher 
Nora Thompson

Meeting Room 3

A sub-group of the Part C Settings Community of Practice is exploring available curricula content to enhance services in 
natural environments-- including teaming, coaching, writing functional IFSP outcomes and delivery of effective family 
centered services. Experiences in developing training curricula for state-wide use will be shared. This session will begin 
work to produce an outline of training content and resources that may be used by multiple states. 

3:45 PM - 4:15 PM 

Break: Refreshments and Visit Displays Congressional Ballroom Foyer

 

4:15 PM - 5:30 PM 

Plenary Session 
Plenary Panel: Updates on National Early Childhood Initiatives 
Moderator: Gail Houle, Research to Practice Division, OSEP 
 
Norma Garza, U.S. Department of Education 
Jim O'Brien, Head Start/Early Head Start  
Jana Martella, Council of Chief State School Officers  
Anna Lovejoy, National Governors Association 
  
 

Grand Ballroom - North & Central

Wrap-up Day and Overview to Wednesday 
Joicey Hurth, Associate Director, NECTAC

 

5:30 PM 

Take Down Table Top Displays  

Dinner on Your Own 
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7:30 AM - 8:30 AM 
Continental Breakfast Congressional Ballroom Foyer

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Concurrent Group Meetings 

Infant and Toddler Program Constituency Group Meeting 
Maureen Cronin 
Andy Gomm

Grand Ballroom - North & Central

Participants will debrief the Conference, with opportunities to discuss new learnings, questions and challenges. 
Participants will generate potential strategies for addressing challenges, and ideas for follow-up activities, such as needed 
guidance, information, group activities or other TA. The session is open to all interested in the Part C program for Infants 
and Toddlers and their families. 

Parents and Family Members Constituency Group Meeting 
Joseph Anderson 
Judy Swett

Renaissance Ballroom - East

Participants will debrief the Conference, with opportunities to discuss new learnings, questions and challenges. 
Participants will generate potential strategies for addressing challenges, and ideas for follow-up activities, such as needed 
guidance or information. The session is open to all interested in parent leadership in IDEA early childhood programs. 

Preschool Special Education Program Constituency Group Meeting 
Lisa Backer 
Dee Gethmann 
Sharon Walsh

Renaissance Ballroom - West A & West B

Participants will debrief the Conference, with opportunities to discuss new learnings, questions and challenges. 
Participants will generate potential strategies for addressing challenges, and ideas for follow-up activities, such as needed 
guidance, information, group activities or other TA. The session is open to all interested in the Section 619 program for 
preschool children and their families. 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Break: Refreshments Congressional Ballroom Foyer

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Closing Plenary and Conference Evaluation 
Where We’ve Been and Where are We Going 
Jan Moss, Director of Community Leadership  

and Advocacy
Grand Ballroom - North & Central

 

Wrap-Up 
Gail Houle, RTP Division, OSEP  
Pat Trohanis, NECTAC

Please turn in conference evaluations at 
the registration desk. 



Wednesday, December 14, 2005  
 

Post-Conference Activities 

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Pacific Basin Lunch Meeting 
Pat Trohanis 
Shelley deFosset

Meeting Room 12, 13 & 14

 

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

A Toolkit for the Implementation of Service Coordination 
Michael Conn-Powers 
Maureen Greer 
Julia Rusert

Renaissance Ballroom - East

This workshop on curriculum is a skill building opportunity for service coordinators and administrators. Presenters will 
work with state participants on the Service Coordination Toolkit developed by the Research and Training Center on 
Service Coordination. 

Screening as a Universal Approach to Addressing Children's Developmental 
Needs 
David Allen 
Lola Jahnke 
Linda Tuchman

Renaissance Ballroom - West A & West B

This workshop will clarify the purposes of screening, the range and variety of instruments used and the qualifications and 
training needed in order to use the instruments. Participants will learn how a screening system can be developed as a 
universal effort to identify and support children's development. Participants will take a comprehensive look at all facets of 
screening, including the relationship between the concepts of medical home and screening, the physician's role, and the 
process of referral for services. National, state and local examples of screening efforts and resources will be shared. 
There will be opportunities to discuss the challenges and possibilities in developing a comprehensive screening system. 

Strategies for Measuring Child and Family Outcomes Workshop 
Kathleen Hebbeler 
Lynne Kahn 
Donna Spiker

Grand Ballroom - North & Central

This workshop will provide guidance for all states on strategies for measuring child and family outcomes of Part C and 
Section 619 programs. Strategies under development or currently employed by states will be compared and contrasted. 
Participants will have ample opportunities for interactive discussion and Q and A with the presenters. 

The Status and Development of B-3 State Level Personnel Credentials 
Mary Beth Bruder 
Vicki Stayton

Meeting Room 8 & 9

This workshop will assist states in using the information gathered from the Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities national study on credentials. It is designed for states that have revised, are revising, or want to develop a 
credential for birth to three across disciplines. Presenters will identify states that would like to work on the second phase 
of this study, which will assist states to evaluate the effects of their credential on family and child outcomes. 


	John Hockenberry,  Journalist and Commentator
	Pat Trohanis, NECTAC
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