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I. MECLI Data Collection Form Data

Data collection forms were completed by DSS and the EI Programs at the three MECLI pilot sites for families with children under 3 years of age for the period from November 1, 2002, through December 31, 2004. Over this period, 540 children were offered a referral from DSS to EI through MECLI. The parents (or guardians) of 377 children accepted the original referral offer, 99 refused the referral, 46 children were already in EI, and 18 children had other referral outcomes. Details of the results by pilot site are presented in Appendix A. 

Based on original and subsequent referral offers, EI received referrals for 396 children through MECLI. Of these children, 212 were evaluated for EI eligibility and 141 were found to be eligible for EI services (66.5% of those evaluated). 

II. MECLI Early Intervention Information System Data 

The final data received from the Early Intervention Information System (EIIS) database, which included data from November 1, 2002, through June 30, 2005, included 299 MECLI referred cases. Of these cases, 155 were referred to the Community HealthLink EI Program (EIP), 94 to the Cambridge-Somerville EIP, 19 to the MSPCC GoodStart EIP, 19 to the May Center EIP, 11 to the Thom/Westfield Infant Toddler Services EIP, and 1 to the Criterion/Heritage Child Development Center EIP. It is important to note that these are not all the cases referred to EI through MECLI. EIPs enter cases into EIIS differently. At some of the EIPs, cases that were referred from DSS but where no engagement occurred were never entered into EIIS. Hence, the actual number of cases referred to some of the EIPs through MECLI is greater than the number of cases in the EIIS database.

In terms of gender, the child in 152 cases was male and in 147 cases was female. The average age at referral was approximately 15 months old. 

Of the 299 cases, 70 were referred to EI during the state’s fiscal year 2003 (FY03) (November 1, 2002 – June 30, 2003), 149 cases were referred to EI in FY04 (July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004), and 80 cases were referred to EI in FY05 (July 1, 2004 – December 31, 2004). (See Table 1.)

Table 1

Referred Cases By Fiscal Year

	Referral Table
	N
	%

	Total Cases
	299
	 

	Referred in 03
	70
	23.4%

	Referred in 04
	149
	49.8%

	Referred in 05
	80
	26.8%


Discharged Cases

Of the 299 cases referred to EI through MECLI, 77.9% had been discharged from EI by June 30, 2005. The specific reasons for discharges can be seen below (Table 2).

Table 2

Reasons for Discharge

	Discharged
	N
	%

	Referred
	299
	 

	Total Discharged
	233
	77.9%

	No services needed
	51
	21.9%

	Ineligible
	44
	18.9%

	Unable to contact family/No shows
	37
	15.9%

	Incomplete Intake
	30
	12.9%

	Family refused services
	26
	11.2%

	Reached 3 years of age
	22
	9.4%

	Family moved - in or out of state
	15
	6.4%

	Reason not given
	4
	1.7%

	Transferred to another EIP
	3
	1.3%

	Other
	1
	0.4%

	Total Discharged
	233
	100.0%


Final Client Status

The final status of all MECLI referred cases as of June 30, 2005, can be seen in Table 3 below.

Table 3

Case Status
	Case Status as of June 30, 2005
	N
	%

	All Referred MECLI cases
	299
	 

	Referred Only
	68*
	22.7%

	Initial Contact Only
	7
	2.3%

	Unknown Outcome
	11
	3.7%

	In Progress (Intake Only)
	2
	0.7%

	Evaluated Cases with Service Delivery Records
	211
	70.6%

	Evaluated and not Eligible
	50
	 

	% Of referred
	 
	16.7%

	% Of evaluated
	 
	23.7%

	Evaluated and Eligible
	161
	 

	% Of referred
	 
	53.8%

	% Of evaluated
	 
	76.3%

	IFSP Completed
	110
	 

	% Of referred
	 
	36.8%

	% Of evaluated
	 
	52.1%

	% Of eligible
	 
	68.3%

	Enrolled/IFSP
	98
	 

	% Of referred
	 
	32.8%

	% Of evaluated
	 
	46.4%

	% Of eligible
	 
	60.9%

	% Of those with IFSP
	 
	89.1%

	IFSP - Never Received Services (Discharged)
	5
	 

	% Of referred
	 
	1.7%

	% Of evaluated
	 
	2.4%

	% Of eligible
	 
	3.1%

	% Of those with IFSP
	 
	4.5%


*Includes 7 evaluated cases that do not yet have service delivery records.

Evaluated Cases

As of June 30, 2005, 218 cases (72.9% of all MECLI cases) had an evaluation record, signifying that the child had had a developmental evaluation. Fifty-five cases were evaluated in FY03, an additional 93 new cases were evaluated in FY04, and 70 new cases were evaluated in FY05. (See Table 4.) Additionally, of the 218 evaluated cases, ten cases had had multiple developmental evaluations. 

Table 4

Evaluated Cases By Fiscal Year

	Evaluation Table
	N
	%

	Evaluated Cases
	218
	 

	New Record in FY03 Data
	55
	25.2%

	New Record in FY04 Data
	93
	42.7%

	New Record in FY05 Data
	70
	32.1 %


Delay and Risk Factor Details

Of the 218 evaluated cases, 211 had service delivery records as of June 30, 2005. Table 5 below details the number of these cases that had each specific delay and each specific risk factor. Overall, the mean number of delays per case was 1.44 while the mean number of risk factors was 2.37.

Table 5

Delay and Risk Factor Details for Initial Evaluations

	Delays & Risk Factors
	N
	%

	Evaluated Cases
	211
	 

	Language delay
	84
	39.8%

	Adaptive / self help delay
	50
	23.7%

	Gross motor delay
	49
	23.2%

	Fine motor delay
	45
	21.3%

	Cognitive delay
	43
	20.4%

	Social-emotional delay
	32
	15.2%

	 
	 
	 

	Protective Services Involvement
	145
	68.7%

	Parental chronic illness or disability
	74
	35.1%

	Domestic violence
	53
	25.1%

	Substance abuse
	52
	24.6%

	Multiple traumas or losses
	35
	16.6%

	Inadequate food, shelter or clothing
	30
	14.2%

	Family lacking social supports
	28
	13.3%

	Attachment difficulties
	14
	6.6%

	Maternal age at child's birth < 17 or maternal history of 3 or more births before the age of 20
	13
	6.2%

	NICU greater than 5 days
	12
	5.7%

	Maternal years of formal education is less than 11 years
	11
	5.2%

	Central nervous system abnormality
	10
	4.7%

	Feeding difficulties
	6
	2.8%

	Intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR) or Small for gestation age (SGA)
	5
	2.4%

	Gestational age less than 32 weeks
	3
	1.4%

	Hospitalization  (> 25 days in 6 months)
	3
	1.4%

	Small size 
	3
	1.4%

	Low birth weight 
	2
	0.9%

	Blood lead level 15 micrograms/dl
	1
	0.5%

	APGAR
	1
	0.5%


Eligibility Outcomes

Of the 211 evaluated cases with service delivery records (SDR), the evaluation outcomes in terms of eligibility type can be seen below. Overall, 107 cases (50.7% of evaluated) met the developmental delay eligibility criteria (alone or in conjunction with another eligibility type), 60 cases (28.4% of evaluated) met the at-risk criterion (alone or in conjunction with another eligibility type), 8 cases (3.8% of evaluated) were eligible because of an established condition (alone or in conjunction with another eligibility type), 2 cases (0.9% of evaluated) were eligible based on clinical judgment, and 14 cases (6.6% of evaluated) had an undetermined eligibility type. (See Table 6.)

Table 6

Eligibility Outcomes

	Eligibility Type
	N
	% of evaluated
	% of eligible

	Evaluated cases with SDRs
	211
	 
	 

	Not eligible
	50
	23.7%
	 

	Eligible
	161
	76.3%
	 

	Established Condition Only
	1
	0.5%
	0.6%

	Delay Only
	77
	36.5%
	47.8%

	At-Risk Only
	37
	17.5%
	23.0%

	Condition/Delay
	7
	3.3%
	4.3%

	Delay/Risk
	23
	10.9%
	14.3%

	Clinical Judgment
	2
	0.9%
	1.2%

	Undetermined
	14
	6.6%
	8.7%


Cases with Service Plans

Of the 161 cases found to be eligible for EI services, 110 cases (36.8% of referred cases; 52.1% of evaluated cases; 68.3% of eligible cases) had Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs) as of June 30, 2005. 

Recommended Services

The number of cases with each recommended service can be seen below (Table 7). The mean number of different recommended services was 1.18. Only one MECLI case had center-based services recommended (developmental specialist center services), and one MECLI case had a child group service recommended. No MECLI cases had specialty services recommended.  Additionally, 9 MECLI cases have had service plans updated as of June 30, 2005. 

Table 7

Recommended Services

	IFSP Services
	N
	%

	Cases with IFSP
	110
	 

	Home Based Developmental Specialist
	42
	38.2%

	Home Based Social Worker
	22
	20.0%

	Home Based Nurse
	16
	14.5%

	Home Based Occupational Therapist
	12
	10.9%

	Home Based Physical Therapist
	10
	9.1%

	Home Based Speech Language Therapist
	9
	8.2%

	Home Based Educator
	8
	7.3%

	Home Based Counselor/Psychologist
	5
	4.5%

	Home Based "Other"
	4
	3.6%

	Center Based Developmental Specialist
	1
	0.9%

	Group Services Child
	1
	0.9%


Cases with Service Delivery Data

When examining service delivery data, overall 231 MECLI cases had billable services, including initial intakes and evaluations, between November 1, 2002, and June 30, 2005. This includes 50 cases in FY03, 103 new cases in FY04, and 78 new cases in FY05. The 231 cases with service delivery data include 211 of the 218 evaluated cases and all 110 of the cases with IFSPs. (See Table 8.)

Table 8

Cases with Service Delivery Data

	Service Delivery Data
	Services in FY03
	Services in FY04
	Services in FY05
	Unique cases

	
	50
	125
	105
	 

	First Services in FY03
	50
	22
	2
	 

	First Services in FY04
	 
	103
	25
	 

	First Services in FY05
	 
	 
	78
	 

	Unique Cases
	 
	 
	 
	231


APPENDIX A

MECLI Data Collection Form Outcomes

	 
	All Pilot Sites
	 
	Cambridge-Somerville
	 
	Leominster-Fitchburg
	 
	Holyoke - Westfield
	 

	 
	 
	(%)
	November 1, 2002 – December 31, 2004
	(%)
	November 15, 2002 – December 31, 2004
	(%)
	June 1, 2003, - December 31, 2004
	(%)

	Number of children under three who meet MECLI eligibility criteria based on information from MECLI DSS coordinators
	794
	 
	274
	 
	272
	 
	248
	 

	Number of children with MECLI Data Collection Forms 
	540
	 
	182
	 
	203
	 
	155
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Referral Outcome 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Accepted original referral offer
	377
	69.8%
	102
	56.0%
	171
	84.2%
	104
	67.1%

	Declined referral
	99
	18.3%
	53
	29.1%
	14
	6.9%
	32
	20.6%

	Parents to contact EI
	2
	0.4%
	0
	0.0%
	0
	0.0%
	2
	1.3%

	Child already in EI
	46
	8.5%
	23
	12.6%
	9
	4.4%
	14
	9.0%

	Other outcome
	8
	1.5%
	4
	2.2%
	2
	1.0%
	2
	1.3%

	Outcome unknown
	8
	1.5%
	0
	0.0%
	7
	3.4%
	1
	0.6%

	Total 
	540
	100.0%
	182
	100.0%
	203
	100.0%
	155
	100.0%

	

	EI Status
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Referral to EI never received
	16
	4.0%
	3
	2.8%
	13
	7.1%
	0
	0.0%

	No response from family
	75
	18.9%
	13
	12.3%
	19
	10.4%
	43
	39.8%

	Family refused services
	28
	7.1%
	13
	12.3%
	8
	4.4%
	7
	6.5%

	Child already involved with EI
	26
	6.6%
	8
	7.5%
	4
	2.2%
	14
	13.0%

	Case in process of evaluation
	3
	0.8%
	0
	0.0%
	3
	1.6%
	0
	0.0%

	Child evaluated - eligible
	141
	35.6%
	49
	46.2%
	80
	44.0%
	12
	11.1%

	Child evaluated - not eligible
	71
	17.9%
	12
	11.3%
	47
	25.8%
	12
	11.1%

	Other outcome
	34
	8.6%
	8
	7.5%
	6
	3.3%
	20
	18.5%

	Outcome unknown
	2
	0.5%
	0
	0.0%
	2
	1.1%
	0
	0.0%

	Total
	396
	100.0%
	106
	100.0%
	182
	100.0%
	108
	100.0%

	

	Completed Evaluations’ Outcomes
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Evaluated - eligible
	141
	66.5%
	49
	80.3%
	80
	63.0%
	12
	50.0%

	Evaluated - not eligible
	71
	33.5%
	12
	19.7%
	47
	37.0%
	12
	50.0%

	Total
	212
	100.0%
	61
	100.0%
	127
	100.0%
	24
	100.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Household Risk Factors Reported by DSS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Substance Abuse
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Yes
	156
	28.9%
	36
	19.8%
	73
	36.0%
	47
	30.3%

	No
	146
	27.0%
	48
	26.4%
	41
	20.2%
	57
	36.8%

	Unknown/Missing
	238
	44.1%
	98
	53.8%
	89
	43.8%
	51
	32.9%

	Total
	540
	100.0%
	182
	100.0%
	203
	100.0%
	155
	100.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Domestic Violence
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	188
	34.8%
	66
	36.3%
	74
	36.5%
	48
	31.0%

	No
	130
	24.1%
	36
	19.8%
	39
	19.2%
	55
	35.5%

	Unknown/Missing
	222
	41.1%
	80
	44.0%
	90
	44.3%
	52
	33.5%

	Total
	540
	100.0%
	182
	100.0%
	203
	100.0%
	155
	100.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Mental Health
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes
	104
	19.3%
	39
	21.4%
	46
	22.7%
	19
	12.3%

	No
	173
	32.0%
	49
	26.9%
	45
	22.2%
	79
	51.0%

	Unknown/Missing
	263
	48.7%
	94
	51.6%
	112
	55.2%
	57
	36.8%

	Total
	540
	100.0%
	182
	100.0%
	203
	100.0%
	155
	100.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Criteria for EI Eligibility
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Delay
	26
	39.4%
	11
	50.0%
	14
	33.3%
	1
	50.0%

	Established Condition
	4
	6.1%
	1
	4.5%
	3
	7.1%
	0
	0.0%

	At-risk
	21
	31.8%
	7
	31.8%
	13
	31.0%
	1
	50.0%

	Judgment
	2
	3.0%
	1
	4.5%
	1
	2.4%
	0
	0.0%

	Delay and Risk
	10
	15.2%
	1
	4.5%
	9
	21.4%
	0
	0.0%

	Delay and Condition
	1
	1.5%
	1
	4.5%
	0
	0.0%
	0
	0.0%

	Delay, Condition, and Risk
	2
	3.0%
	0
	0.0%
	2
	4.8%
	0
	0.0%

	Total Cases with Known Criteria
	66
	100.0%
	22
	100.0%
	42
	100.0%
	2
	100.0%
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