Review: Annual Public Reporting of Local Education Agency/        Early Intervention Services Child Outcomes Data

Reporting Requirements in IDEA 2004

SECTION 616 states–

`(C) PUBLIC REPORTING AND PRIVACY-

        `(i) IN GENERAL- The State shall use the targets established in the plan and priority areas described in subsection (a)(3) to analyze the performance of each local educational agency in the State in implementing this part.

        `(ii) REPORT-

          `(I) PUBLIC REPORT- The State shall report annually to the public on the performance of each local educational agency located in the State on the targets in the State's performance plan. The State shall make the State's performance plan available through public means, including by posting on the website of the State educational agency, distribution to the media, and distribution through public agencies.

`(II) STATE PERFORMANCE REPORT- The State shall report annually to the Secretary on the performance of the State under the State's performance plan.

OSEP Minimum Requirements for Reporting to the Public on LEAs/EIS Programs

· States must report current 618 SPP indicator data on every LEA/EIS program every year. For C3 and B7 (child outcomes indicators), this includes percentages on the summary statements for each outcome.
· Public report presents LEA/EIS program data, including the child outcomes indicator
· Status report presents LEA/EIS program performance in relation to state targets;

· Public reporting must ensure broad dissemination such as posting on the agency’s website;

· The report must be accessible to individuals with disabilities;

· Public report must clearly reflect the SPP indicators; and

· Report must be understandable to the public; 
· For states using sampling, child outcomes data for each LEA must be reported at least once during the period of the State performance plan [§300.601(b)(2)] and the most recently available performance data on each LEA[/EIS program], and the date the data were obtained must be included in the report [§300.602(b)(1)(ii)].

OSEP responses to key FAQ’s  (See http://therightidea.tadnet.org/assets/340)
· What does “provide to the public mean”?  On the web?  Other means?  Putting Section 618 data on the state’s web site in an accessible format is sufficient to meet the requirements of the law.
· How soon after the data are reported to OSEP must the data be made public? The law does not specify a date. However, OSEP encourages states to make these data available to the public as soon as possible after it is collected, but no later than when these data are made available on IDEAdata.org. States may choose to wait until OSEP/Westat has completed edit checks on the data.  In addition, states should consider when other state education or infants and toddlers data are made public in deciding when to make Section 618 data public. (Related Note: In the APR description of the process the State used to develop the APR, states must include how and when the State will report data annually to the public.)
· Would it be okay just to put on the web the excel spreadsheets states send to Westat?  Yes. States should consider, however, whether using the spreadsheets will permit the public to understand the data being reported; for example, states may want to use state terminology rather than Federal terminology when reporting these data.  States should also consider whether the public will find the spreadsheets easy to use.
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Note:  Much of the content of this handout was adapted from the a document on the SPP/APR calendar web page. The original document also includes information about reporting formats, potential enhancements to reports, as well as considerations, challenges, and information about OSEP assumptions. To access the document, see:  http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org/getfile/view/id/87 



Summary statements are to be reported relative to state targets for each of the child outcomes.  These summary statements include:





Of those children who entered or exited the program below age expectations in each Outcome, the percent who substantially increased their rate of growth by the time they exited the program.





The percent of children who were functioning within age expectations in each Outcome by the time they exited the program.
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