NH State Work Plan #2 – Quality Assurance

PRESCHOOL Settings
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	The state bases its program/policy decisions on accurate monitoring data, evaluation data, and best practice literature in order to ensure compliance, demonstrate program effectiveness and determine needed improvements.


	STATE INFRASTUCTURE

	Inservice professional development and TA providers (a) increase their capacity to help local personnel better understand and use data, and (b) make use of accurate data to determine TA needs, inform delivery strategies and evaluate the effectiveness of their efforts. 


	PERSONNEL DEVELOPMENT



	District special education directors (a) use monitoring and evaluation data for policy development and program improvement, and (b) consistently provide accurate and timely data to the state agencies, local educators, local boards, etc.


	LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE



	Preschool special educators (a) know what to measure (and how) in order to determine if their practices are effective and in compliance with relevant federal and state regulations, and (b) use monitoring and evaluation data to make decisions to improve practices.


	IMPLEMENTATION/PRACTICE



	Families are knowledgable and active participants in the quality assurance process, have a mechanism to provide input into needed program improvements, and have clear and accurate expectations for quality supports and services.


	FAMILIES




Challenge:  NH does not currently have a systematic way to assess the effectiveness


                     of preschool special education services with timely access to accurate data.





Desired Result:  Children in NH demonstrate improved outcomes from preschool special education 


                              supports and services that are informed and improved by accurate, timely data.
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4.  State data and monitoring systems prepare for data collection around preschool special ed settings
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10.  State analyzes data related to settings to inform/revise policies and initiatives, develop improvement strategies and refine the quality assurance process 





1.  State, with stakeholder input, determines definitions for preschool special education settings, aligned with federal definitions, for use in NH 





5.  State broadly disseminates information and guidance materials about settings (buy in)





6.  State provides inservice for TA providers (PTAN and Program Approval and Improvement Team) to prepare them for their role in supporting local administrators and providers to use setting definitions appropriately





2.  State develops guidance materials related to preschool special ed settings





7.  PTAN provides ongoing professional development and TA to administrators 


and providers around use of setting definitions 





8.  Program Approval and Improvement Team members verify settings data and provide assistance  to locals with use of definitions





9.  Local programs, with input from families, collect and report data on preschool special education settings in a consistent manner
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3.  State provides input into initiatives related to settings, as appropriate
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