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Implementation issue area:  Early Identification


Challenge: Maine has children on waiting lists to receive evaluations for eligibility determination.
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Children and Families      
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Multi-level Impacts:





State has the capacity to provide guidance, conduct local monitoring and make data-based decisions in order to improve services and correct noncompliance





State has the capacity to provide training and TA on IDEA and state regulations, effective practices and collaboration between CDS Directors and Providers.





CDS sites engage personnel who use appropriate practices to deliver evaluations and determine eligibility in a timely and consistent manner. CDS sites collaborate with providers and clearly define expectations for practice and compliance with state and federal regulations. 





Providers clearly understand CDS expectations and their responsibility in the evaluation process.  Providers conduct evaluations within state and federal timeline requirements, communicate clearly and provide outcomes-focused and functional recommendations for children.   





 











3. DOE makes decisions related to data needs and updates/refines data mechanisms for providing quarterly data reports to CDS Directors and Providers





7.  DOE works with ME Care  to analyze and modify reimbursement policies, when appropriate that impact timely evaluations and eligibility determination. (ongoing)





DOE analyzes existing data,   


assesses regional capacity, 


and studies CDS sites without  


waiting lists (Nov 2004-Jan 2005)





6.  DOE enhances existing quality assurance mechanisms such that the DOE can monitor and provide ongoing TA to CDS sites on child find and eligibility determination processes in order to ensure compliance related to timelines





2. DOE clarifies evaluation/


assessment and eligibility determination policies & expectations and delivers guidance





8.  Regional CDS  Directors use data related to timelines and waiting lists to determine compliance in a consistent manner and work with each provider on a mutually agreed on course of action.





9. CDS sites develop capacity to conduct evaluations in-house when appropriate





4.  DOE  provides training and TA to regional CDS personnel and providers on data collection and analysis to consistently and accurately report child find and evaluation data





5.  DOE provides training and TA to regional CDS personnel, providers (e.g., Head Start, allied service providers), parents, post-secondary instructors, and other relevant stakeholders on eligibility determination  and evaluation/assessment regulations, policies and effective practice. 
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DESIRED RESULT:  Children and their families receive appropriate, consistent and timely identification, evaluation services and eligibility determination from local and regional programs in order to access services and supports without delays.
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